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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

UNPAID RCDCA ANNUAL DUES

We have noted that quite a few RCDCA members were not paying their annual dues
and we cannot keep mailing to those who do not pay their fair share. A personal
individual letter was passed to 23 Members late in 2011,advising them of their unpaid
dues status and asking if they want to stay in the RCDCA or if they want to leave. As a
result several paid up but about 14 made no response have been struck off strength.

So please look at your dues status (it is printed in the lower right corner on the mailing
label of the envelope that held this newsletter). For example ,if the label shows 2011 it
means that is the last full year you paid your dues. A return envelope is included PLUS
the 2013 RCDCA enrol form. If you need clarification ask us.

Please send all dues checks, payable to the RCDCA, to the treasurer, Cliff Beauchamp.

Mr. Cliff Beauchamp

We have worked hard to keep the annual dues at
$15.00 per year for many years and as you are aware
the newsletters have been bigger and better, so please
do the right thing —please pay those dues on time.




CEFDS Newsletters

The latest CFDS Newsletter is out and previous CFDS Newsletters are also found at this site.
Here is the link
http://dl.dropbox.com/u/57917793/CFDS_Newsletter/CFDS Newsletters.html

Please note this is a new link and the one used before is no longer valid

CFDS with RCDCA input will be conducting the next regional Continuing Education event at CFB
Esquimalt this October 2012. It will include Curling plus social events. All RCDCA are welcome.
An RCDCA coffee event is planned thanks to Col Scott Becker and his regional team.

DETACHMENT ESQUIMALT- 2012 DENTAL CORPS FALL SYMPOSIUM EVENTS

Meet & Greet

This will be the perfect opportunity to mingle and get a chance to exchange with all Fall
Symposium attendees as well as to catch up with old CFDS friends and colleagues.

The Meet and Greet will be held at the Wardroom (Officers Mess) in the lounge/bar
area. This activity is open to military, DND employees, former CFDS members and
invited guests.

Where: The Wardroom (Officer’s Mess) bar/lounge area.
Building 586 Dockyard, Signal Hill
1586 Esquimalt Road, Esquimalt
Cash bar; finger food

When: 1900 Monday 1 October 2012

Dress: Casual, Civilian Dress (no jeans)


http://dl.dropbox.com/u/57917793/CFDS_Newsletter/CFDS_Newsletters.html

Curling Bonspiel

The 47" Annual CFDS Curling Bonspiel will take place at the Juan de Fuca Curling
Rink in Colwood. Transportation will be provided to the curling rink for those staying
on Base This activity is open to military, DND employees, former CFDS members and
invited guests.

Where: The Juan de Fuca Recreation Center/Curling Rink, Colwood
West Shore Parks and Recreation
1767 Island Highway, Colwood, 250-478-8384

When: 1300-1630 Monday 1 October 2012 and
0800-1630 Tuesday 2 October 2012

Dress: curling attire; no jeans

Lieutenant-Colonel Brenda Joy

Dental Detachment Commander

1 Dental Unit Detachment Esquimalt

Victoria BC, Canada V9A 7N2
Brenda.joy@forces.gc.ca Telephone (250) 363-4148

The CFDS holds Continuing Education events across Canada at five locations which
are:

. Esquimalt

. Edmonton

. Ottawa or Petawawa
. Valcartier

. Halifax

Two of these events will include Golf or Curling annually


mailto:Brenda.joy@forces.gc.ca

[ am happy to announce that two former CFDS members have volunteered to help the
RCDCA

Col Scott Becker will be the RCDCA regional coordinator ( currently working on the
CFB Esquimalt CE event with others to follow across Canada );and Major Richard
Groves will be our RCDCA communications officer ( he is now looking to improve,
update and operate the RCDCA web pages.) Details once both have time to get

organized. This is a great help because the work load is more than we can handle .

Thank vou

This newsletter and others are the result of input /advice and many hours of work by a
few people and they deserve credit and recognition. Thank you to all who helped. A
huge number of hours are given to RCDCA projects by Bill Parker, Cliff Beauchamp,
Bill Budzinski, Fred Begin, Mike Pilon. And of course their spouses who put up with it.

Please keep in mind the Dental Corps 100™ Birthday will be in 2015 so start looking for old
photos as we plan to gather as much of our history as possible. If you have an idea or old
photos or past copies of RCDC and CFDS quarterlies talk to us.

There are now only two RCDCA e-mail groups:

#1 RCDCA News and #2 RCDCA Humor
each is cut into two alphabetic groups A to K and L to Z because internet
providers often limit the number off e-mail addressees to stop spam. CDA news
and military matters have been rolled into RCDCA news to save me hassle. These
are available to all RCDCA members, so if you want on or off please send an e-
mail. prm@rogers.com



mailto:prm@rogers.com

LAST POST

Vimy Ridge 1914-1918
Murray, William H. (Bill) Maj.
Carter, William H. (Bill) LCol
Tait, Arthur J. (Art) WO
Stammers, Richard I. (Rick) Maj

We Witk Remember I hem

The RCDCU henouwrs aur comrades whase manes appear in the RCDCUA Last
Past by means en annual financial donation to. the Canadian Legion Poppy
Twust Fund. Jts purpese is te provide financial assistance to veterans in need,
and to their dependants. In accordance with the Geneval By-laws of Jhe
Reyal Canadian Legion, the need may be for shelter, foed, fuel, clothing,
presciiption medicine ex necessany transpadation. Camfonts for veterans and
their suwiving speuses who ave hospitalized and in need may alse be provided.
These comfouts axe defined as confectioneties, reading material, flowens,
pewsanal toiletwy anticles, and ather items of a similar natute.



William H. (Bill) Murray, born 1924 in St John N.B. passed away peacefully at
the King’s County Memorial Hospital, Montague PEI on Friday, November 25t
2011 at the age of 87 years. Bill is survived by his loving wife Marie T. “Mimi”
Murray, daughter Wendy Vernhagen, Christine Vant and Barbara Lynn Winter.
Bill an RCAF Pilot during WWII, graduated from McGill University in Dentistry
in 1951 at which time he joined the Royal Canadian Dental Corps. In addition
to serving in several locations in Canada he served with 25 Canadian Field
Dental Unit in Korea and No 4 Field Unit in Germany. Major Murray served as
an instructor at the RCDC School prior to His release in 1967.

William H. (Bill) Carter passed away at the Villa Care Centre, Midland, Ont.

on December 14" 2011 in his 91 year. Survived by loving wife Betty,
daughter Maureen (Payton) Brien, sons Cameron, Jim and mike, brother Eric
and sister Jean. Predeceased by son Bruce, brothers George, Harold and Ron.
Bill a pilot in the Rep during WWII and joined the RCDC in 1950

following graduation as a DDS. LCol Carter in addition to serving in several
locations across Canada, he was appointed Commanding Officer of No 1
Dental Unit in Ottawa and the Base Dental Officer CFB St Jean, PQ prior to

his retirement in 1968.

Arthur J. (Art) Tait passed away peacefully at Victoria Hospital, London, Ontario
on March 15, 2012, in his 92"° year. Loving husband for 52 years of wife Betty,
father of sons, David (Shelia), Glenn (Elaine), Gordon (Karen) and Donald
(Vada). Predeceased by brothers, Bill (Kay) and Doug (Helen), sister Ann
(Fred). Art, as a decorated WWII, RCDC Veteran, served with No. 4 Field Dental
Unit in Germany, as well as several Dental units throughout Canada. He retired
in 1967, as a Warrant Officer with over 28 years service, to a Dental Equipment
Tech position with, the University of Western Ontario Dental School.

Richard I. (Rick) Stammers passed away unexpectedly, at the age of 63, on
August 28" 2010 in Burlington Ont, survived by wife and friend Rosemary,
daughters Stephanie Armstrong (Brian) and Melanie Wyndowe (Craig) and
brother Micheal (Anthea). Predeceased by parents Elizabeth and Reginald
Stammers and brother John Stammers (Janet). Rick served in the Royal
Canadian Dental Corps from 1969 to 1974 retiring as a Major.




NEW RCDCA MEMBERS 2012

Welcome/Bienvenue

1. WO Jim Butson -Middle Sackville NS

Jim joined is in 2011 his name was not listed in the last RCDCA Newsletter
CWO Michael Wilson CFDS Barrie ON

Major Bill Fallon Calgary AB

Major Sophie Toupin Ottawa ,ON- CFDS RCDCA-CFDS representative
Colonel CP Boivin Ottawa ON CFDS Honorary Colonel

Major Margaret Cupples Trenton ON

Capt William Jackson Victoria BC

A S o

NEWS FROM MEMBERS

Bill Wiseman

I enjoyed semi retirement so much in 2011 that in 2012 I will do it full time .It is time
to move on to the next stage of our lives. Anne and I plan to spend the first 4 months in
Florida and spend more time with the grandchildren at the cottage and on the golf
course. Thanks for all the works on these newsletters and all the best to old friends.

Bill Fallon

[ am still involved in part-time general dentistry and I do pre-entry exams for all
prospective RCMP candidates for the area of southern Alberta. I'm living in Calgary
and have been years since 1985 and I land to fully retire in the spring of 2012. I still
travel but to a lesser degree than in the past. We have five grandchildren ranging in age
from 1 to 14 and all is well here.

Rick Carnegie

We are living in Edmonton since retiring 2000. From 2000 to 2007 I worked for Ash
Temple / Henry Schein. I joined the public service 2007 to 2009; during this time I
deployed to a role three hospital at Kandahar airfield September to November 2008 on
the Canadian dental team rotation number six. I re joined Henry Schein 2009 to the
present. My wife Pat and I are doing well .Only one more son to leave before we are
empty nesters.



Chuck Rheault

[ want to say a special hello to Cliff and thanking him for putting all of the effort and all
of those putting the effort into the newsletter, it's interesting and I really enjoyed
hearing from former members. Maxi had a second hip replacement surgery six weeks
ago that was Friday 9 December 2011 she's doing as well as can be expected and is in
good spirits. Maxi is now using only one crutch to get around and is driving short
distances. Of course, yours truly is now a cook, dishwasher, laundry man and cleaner
during this time. She still is a professional bingo player.

Our son Brian is employed in the computer division of the Bank of Canada in Ottawa
and he has one son playing Bantam hockey in Canterbury. Son Stephen is still with DF
AIT, that is foreign affairs. He was recently transferred from Bangkok, Thailand and is
now the director of training for the foreign affairs officers Institute. He has a son and a
daughter 15 and 8 respectively. Both children are fluent in English French and Japanese
and are attending the Lycee Claudel in Ottawa. Makoto is also playing Bantam hockey
in Canterbury.

As for me, I retired from the Comox Valley Funeral Home in August of 2011 after 16
years part-time employment. The funeral home owner told me that during this time I
was involved with the transfer and care of close to 650 decedents. At age 72 am still
playing hockey up to four times per week.

Gerry Shand hello to everybody, I still bowl twice a week, play pool twice a week and
play golf two or three times a week

George McDougall

I’m still curling three mornings a week with the seniors in Lennoxville (despite my
great age )doing some travelling- will be going to Charlotte South Carolina for
Christmas again this year to spend time with my nephews and their families and I
expect to do some cross country skiing this winter



Murray cuff

[ am now fully retired and living with my wife Josee in Victoria BC. I remain active
with the Royal College of dentists as an examiner and a counselor in Periodontics.
Much of my time is spent assisting Josee with her business as an interior stylist, she's a
made me her CEO, which apparently means carry everything outOtherwise I occupy
myself with volunteer work improving my guitar playing and song writing skills,
mountain biking and home improvement projects.

Will Thompson

Y our newsletters just keep getting better. I was especially pleased to see such a
comprehensive review of the Czechoslovakian training program. Bill Parker and his
contributors are to be congratulated for such a comprehensive story in which I played a
small part. I was based Trenton and every Friday I drove to London to teach oral
surgery to the Czech group. The instructional aspects were a pleasure; the drive in
midwinter was sometimes a challenging aspect as I had to be in London by 10 in the
morning and after my teaching to drive back home.

Y our inclusion of acknowledgments from seven of the graduates was very interesting
and enlightening and it gave me great pleasure and pride to know all that the lives of
those 12 dentists were significantly changed and enhanced by the training.

I add my congratulations to the graduates but also to the full-time staff of Major of
Taylor and all for their dedication and ingenuity and persistence and ensuring such a
successful result thanks.

Leo Bilodeau
I retired in 2008 and now I study the stock market..... a full time job
Bill Gray

I really enjoyed reading the December 2011 newsletter, my thanks to Peter, Cliff, Bud,
Bill Parker and Fred Begin for doing a great job in keeping us up-to-date. I guess I've
been remiss contributing to the RCDCA over the years but I will try to bring you up-to-
date with our activities since leaving the CFDS in 1989. In 1989 I received my
marching orders to report to NDHQ in Ottawa, but as a wet finger dentist I decided the
next years of my career should not be behind the desk --sorry no offense meant to HQ.
At the same time I was offered a teaching position at the dental school University of



Western Ontario and I accepted. I have thoroughly enjoyed the teaching and expect
however as with all organizations it was to stick around long enough to get promoted.
And with that came the paperwork and still in spite of the paperwork I got to teach a
fair amount. I think that I've held every restorative position at the school. When I first
arrived was like old home week as the faculty and staff were former RCDCA — CFDS
types--- Paul Sills, David Charles, Dennis Skinner, Brig. Gen. Ken Baird, Willie
Nelson, and Al Lambert. At that time Ken Baird was about 78 years old when he was
still instructing in the operative dentistry preclinical lab. The students thought very
highly of him. He could still sit down with the students and do a hands-on demo that
put most of us to shame. Time sure flies by as they say. Barb and I have four of our
own offspring ranging from 40 to 44 years of age. We are now the proud grandparents
of six grandchildren 1,2 10 12 17 and 26. All are boys except the two-year-old. Barbs
perfect granddaughter. Everyone is living within 10 miles of us. Needless to say family
reunions are not a problem; The only problem is after living in Victoria it was our plan
to retire there but the family eventually moved to London to attend school here and
stayed so I guess we’re here for good..... so much for plans.

Barb and I used to play some golf but my lousy game never improved, Keith Morley
and Jim Wright can attest to my lack of golfing skills, so I stuck with sailing and club
racing which I started back in 1991. I decided to take up motorcycling again at age 62
after two years of our posting to El Paso Texas in the mid-70s but I gave it up when we
were posted back to Borden in 1977. I thought it was too darn dangerous as I felt
Canadian drivers were all crazy. Now I enjoy putting about 4000 km on the bike in the
summer [ haven't dropped it yet, if I do it will be time to hang up the helmet.

We've not been doing much traveling out of the normal summer vacation to the states.
If our 2012 southern Ontario winter is anything like last year we’re definitely going to
join the snowbirds and head South for a while. Healthwise I have the usual aches and
pains associated with a seventy -year-old body nothing that behaving my own age won't
cure. | have to endure the usual pokes and prods by physicians every year just to make
them still alive. The only slight setback was on the morning of my 65th birthday five
years ago when I had a heart attack ---as heart attacks go to was minor that I have to
watch my diet little ,no more pizza and coke for lunch. Fortunately beer still on the
menu it's one hell of a way to lose weight though, in the past all of the curling and golf
fell on days when I was teaching however now that I am retired I can keep an eye on
the e-mails and make some effort to start attending some of the RCDCA functions.



Bob Fell

The best years of my life were spent in the Canadian forces, the RCAF and especially
the RCDC. Your newsletters remind me over and over again the memories of the times
are dear. We all are getting older and less active but | can still get up in the morning and
face another day! Congratulations to Brig. Gen. Baird on his 100" birthday he has
certainly shown us all how to do it.

Kerry Mathers

the RCDCA Association bulletins are excellent fantastic stories bring back happy fond
memories. ['ve had the privilege of saying General Baird several times over the years
here in Waterloo. His 100th birthday was a real milestone for the core past and present |
see Morley Deyette and Doug O'Hara from time to time thanks for the good work

Dave Lamb

Following my retirement from the CFDS in November of 1998 I assume the duties and
responsibilities of the chief administrative officer and registrar of the national dental
assisting examining board (NDA EB) where I continued to be employed.

Jocelyn Lemieux

Thank you for keeping the RCDCA newsletters alive. It is the best tool or as to allow
our minds to remember some of the most important times of our lives. My life is still
very exciting and for the most part most of the activities I enjoy are related in some
time to my military past. I enjoy good health, still practicing actively involved in
hockey and downbhill skiing, and enjoying all with my spouse Dominick the children
and grandchildren and continuing working full-time with health Canada as a second
career.

Paul Levy I retired from CFDS in 1986 and then I moved to private practice in
Windsor Ontario where I was working three days a week and looking forward to
retiring after 39 years of dentistry. Now want to spend more time visiting our kids and
grandkids in Ottawa I have fond memories of time spent in the core and I enjoy reading
the newsletter bulletin



Jack Harris

I was delighted to receive the latest RCDCA Association newsletter the saying old
soldiers never die they simply fade away is proving to be true. We can all be proud of
the it exemplary service and professionalism in the high standard of treatment made
possible by advances including the supply chain as far cry from lead saturated amalgam
and Vulcanite splints and dentures. The recent article on the lab rats was great it might
be interesting to go back a generation and record the activities of the classes trained in
1941 and 42 60 students each year names like Sid Muller Len Pierce come to mind.
The hand writing of this note by an 89-year-old explains why I remain retired and not
attempting restorative or surgical procedures best wishes for continuing success of the
Association and the newsletter.

Ron McWade

After 26 years in orthodontic practice in Kanata Ontario I sold the practice in January
2009. Marina and I enjoyed retirement after that with trips to Spain Portugal Florida
Barbados Washington PEI in Palm Springs until October 2010. A local orthodontists
passed away suddenly and I went into his office three days a week until June of 2011 to
continue the patient treatment while the family found someone to take over their care.
Since then I played lots of golf and travel some more visiting our daughter in London
England in our oldest son who is taking his MBA at Bocconi University in Milan Italy.
Over the winter we spent six weeks in Naples Florida enjoying above-average
temperatures with minimal rain and we just returned from to address trip to South
Africa in Zambia which was amazing. Went to a private game reserve for four days and
saw the big five along with numerous other wild animals all in their natural habitat
which is so different from seeing them penned up in a zoo. Pretty strange being 10 to 20
feet away from a lien a leopard or an elephant and they couldn't care less. Got to
Wright's analysis of Victoria Falls along with walking with 21 5 months old lionesses in
the wild and lived to tell about it. We'll be staying put over the summer to enjoy our
cottage in Gatineau Québec along with probably hitting the links a few times. In
September will be visiting friends in Nova Scotia to go golfing and Cape Breton. In
October will be traveling with other friends to visit Churchill Manitoba to see the polar
bears and hopefully the northern lights. With all this traveling to seems no time to work
so I guess I can consider myself totally retired now. It's nice to hear about everyone's
life in the newsletter so keep up the good work



Terry Kline

I really enjoy reading the RCDCA newsletter so here's a bit of a blurb on me. I enjoy
reading the RCDCA Newsletters. I'm in good health and have just given up my license
to practice dentistry. I will continue to teach part-time at UBC in prosthodontics. Carol
and I have two children and four grandchildren to enliven our lives in semiretirement.
For recreation we continue to ski, golf and boat around the magnificent inland BC
waterways. Hopefully it will continue on into our sunset years in balmy Vancouver.

Bob Wormington

I arrived back in Ottawa in 1973 from Baden. I left the RCDCA in 1974 took a job
with Ash Temple and I stayed until 2001 working out of Ottawa. Moved to Kingston in
August 2001, with the cottage about 20 minutes away, door-to-door. My wife Diane
and retired from nursing in 2000 so it wasn't long to decide that retirement was for me.
The kids live in Toronto and we now have grandchildren to visit. One of my postings
was Goose Bay to stay 1964 to 1967 and I always wanted to go back. I got the
opportunity to join a fishing club camp where I go once a year to fish for speckled trout
and huge pike. My son Joe goes with me and it makes for a great week. My CO in the
goose in 1967 was Col. Bob fell who is now a neighbor ....small world. so between
going to Florida most winters and fishing and playing hockey three times a week I keep
busy. Lots of yard work between the two properties and the never ending honey do list
keeps me busy .All the best to all my friends who have served with me.

Jim Hughes

My best wishes to all members who I served with. I thoroughly enjoyed the December
2011 newsletter. Very nice to see a lot of the names of comrades I met over the years.

Micheline Banville
Everything is great in Dartmouth NS and I retired last May
Gord Jones

I'm living in Victoria with my wife Lindsey and twin sons Quinlan and Zachary who
are now 12 years old. I practiced dentistry at the Vancouver Island Regional
correctional center and at the William head Federal Institute. I enjoy spending time with
my family and playing tennis and hockey in my spare time



Hank Pankcratz

I've been retired from active duty since 1990. We thoroughly enjoyed traveling visiting
our four children and 12 grandchildren. I really enjoyed the Czechoslavkian program
story in the newsletter. I traveled there from CFB cold Lake to teach minor tooth
movement in general dentistry. It was a special interlude in my career and Major Jim
Wright was a great help there and he was my commanding officer the following year
...... keep up the good work

Frank Margetts

I certainly do like hearing from other folks in the RCDCA newsletters. I officially
retired in July of 1997 due to severe rheumatoid arthritis. And I had a triple bypass six
years ago, 2006, -no heart attack just found I had blocked coronary arteries and needed
surgery. Were both doing well at present and enjoy some golf hiking and church
activities... Take care to all thanks

Ian MacDonald

I'm approaching my 90th birthday and even though over the years I've had a few
medical bullets fired at me but I survived them all. I keep active with curling and golf.
One thing about golf is the older you get the easier it is to shoot your age. My wife
Sheila and I sold our home in Dartmouth six years ago, moving to a nice apartment in
downtown Halifax. It is always refreshing to receive the RCDCA bulletin and hear what
other guys are doing etc. I liked the December 2011 issue with a note from Bill Murray.
We were together at Prince of Wales College in Charlottetown PEI, in the 1940°s .
Congratulations on your work.

Bill Jackson

Diagnosed with prostate cancer in February of 2010, started on a battery of tests and a
series of treatments right away. Still on hormone therapy until December 2012 but the
experts say the prognosis is good. Restoring older vehicles is one hobby I enjoy; |
completed a 1950 model A John Deere tractor and a 1963 Renault Caravelle sports car.
Spent a full year in restoring a 1947 Hudson super six. I spend about a half a day per
week building an HO gauge model railroad with a couple of friends. This is been going
on for about 15 years. The mountain coastal theme has about 1800 ft. of track. I've been
active in beekeeping for almost 40 years with three or four hives. Golfing is pretty
much year round here - not much of a golfer but I enjoy my companions for 18 holes in
the winter and 36 holes per week in the summer.



Soldier Apprentices and the RCDC/CFEDS

There have been many articles on the history of Dental Services in the Canadian
Forces, many aspects have been researched, written and published but to ensure that
every avenue are covered, the search continues. The RCDCA Executive led by Bill
Parker is continuously searching for new topics of historical interest.

One such topic that was bantered about was the Soldier Apprentice Training
Program and the RCDC/CFDS. Once it was agreed to pursue this topic further I agreed
to coordinate and write the article. The information outlined in the article was gathered
from members, various WEB sites, RCDC/CFDS quarterlies and other Corps
/Apprentice Association.

I would like to thank all members who dug through their basements and attics to
find old photos and memorabilia, and a special thank you to Laverne Hatcher who
provided some of the original material and ex apprentice names. To Jim Buston and
Skip Solomon who expanded the list of known ex apprentices and provided much
needed contact information. To Dick O’Mara who assisted in the initial contact of the
members and finally to Bill Hicks from the RCOC Association and Marc Gravis from
the RCASC (A) Association who provided photos and information on their particular
Corps.

Unfortunately, even with all the research conducted and the help provided,
information on some of the deceased members and others that were not located, 1s
limited and was garnered mostly from old quarterlies and fading memories. I apologize
for any omissions or errors

Readers are reminded that while this is just one article in an RCDCA newsletter,
it will become a living document (always ready to be updated) which will document
and preserve our dental Corps history. Accordingly, if any readers have additional info
or photos they are urged to submit them.

Cliff Beauchamp
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THE SOLDIER APPRENTICE TRAINING PROGRAM

AND
ROYAL CANADIAN DENTAL CORPS/
CANADIAN FORCES DENTAL SERVICES

RCASC RCAMC RCOC RCEME



A FNE FuTuRE Now !

join the select group of young
men whose careers commence
this year. Let the Capadian Army
teach you 3 well-paid trade and
continue your education. Enjoy
the fun, the companionship, the
exciting life as you lay the
foundations for 3 truly fine furure
through the Army’s Soldier
Apprentce Plan.

Hores how YOU
Lan guatity!

Yoo must be 16, and nor have reached
your 17th birthday on the day you enrol
You must have 2t Jeast Grade § education,
and be abie 0 meet Army standards
Enrolments start in May and go on
all Seprember, or unul quotas

are full. You may apply at any ume
Applications are considered in the
order received, so act mow get fuli
details. without obligatior from the iocul
Army Recruiting Smton listed i your “phone book,
or mail the coupon below

A MAN'S WORLD

iF YOU ARE 18 and eager to get going im a man's
world, there’s a fine future awsiting you this next
Septemnber under the Canadian Army’s Soldier Apprentice
Plan. You can learn a zkilled trade under expert instructors;
you have the epportunity to raise your education in selected
subjects (including mathematics, science and English):
you enjoy comradeship, adventure, sport and recreation.
Right from the start you earn good pay while you learn —
with 30 days holiday a year and ous other benefit
Applications a’re being received now for courses beginning
in September. If you are 16 (bat not yet 17), physically
fit and have st least Grade 8 edacation, get full details
right away without cobligation, from the local Army
Recruiting Station listed in your

phone bock, or mail the
coupon below to:

i, of F& -

Army Headguarters,
OTTAWA, Ontario.

Continee Your Education-
Prepare for a Military Career
f.earn & Trade —

Earn While You Learn




APPLICATION FOR ENROLLMENT IN THE CANADIAN ARMY (REGULAR)
AS A SOLDIER APPRENTIC

TO: COMMANDING OFFICER

XX PERSONNEL DEPOT
I
(Christian Names) (Surname)
(Street) (City, Town, Village) (Province)
(Day, Month & year of Birth) (Education) (Citizenship)

Request an interview for the purpose of enrolling in the Canadian Army (Regular) as a Soldier Apprentice

I understand:

(a) That I will be provided with transportation from my home to the place of interview and return and I will be

reimbursed for any other reasonable travelling expenses to include board and lodgings.
(b) that when I report for my interview I will bring with me :
(1) my birth certificate, baptismal certificate, or other documentary proof of birth.
(i1) Letters of reference from:
The principal of the school attended by the applicant,
The applicant’s clergyman,
In addition a third reference from one of the following must be  presented:
Magistrate, local police authorities, Provincial Police, RCMP, or
Town Clerk or equivalent.
(ii1) a letter of consent signed by one parent or guardian.

(iv) Certificate of my claimed school grade standing.( Applicants must have completed at least grade 8 or

equivalent)

If I am not a Canadian Citizen by birth or naturalization, I will bring travel documents or immigration card marked “Landed

Immigrant” or “L.I”

Signature of Applicant
A suggested form letter of consent is as follows:

I

(Name of parent or guardian)
Hereby consent to my son/ward enrolling in the Canadian Army (Regular) as a Soldier Apprentice.

Signature of Parent or Guardian)



Typical Reporting Instructions to Prospective Apprentices

11 PD 2730-4

DEPARTMENT OF NATIONA™ DEFENCE
-~ ARMY ~

No 11 Personnel Depot
4201 V. 3rd Avenue
Vanouver, B.C.

14 Jun 60

Messrs Andrew & Fredrick Lundstrom
3974 Harris Road W
MATSQUI BC

Dear Messrs Lundstrom:

Further to your application for enrolment in the Canadian Army,
under the Soldier Apprentice Plan,

Information now on hand at this office would indicate that you
are generally suitable for emrolment, However, before a final
decision can be reached, it will be necessary for you to have an
aptitude test, medical board and personnel selection interview,

You are therefore requested to take the 10:00 AM Pacific Stage
bus from Mission City on 26 Jun 60 , arriving in
Vancouver at 12:25 and you will be met,

Please varify your time of arrival by letter not later than
22 Jun 60,

You should be prepared for a stay of approximately three days,
therefore you are requested to bring with you the following, --
A BATH TOWEL AND SOAP, and a CHANGE OF UNDERCLOTHING,

Meals and quarters will be provided for you.

PLEASE DO NOT FORGET TO BRING YOUR BIRTH CERTIFICATE.

WAITE
Capt
Officer Commanding



Instructions to Report for Training

6 PD/5800~1

DEPARTHENT OF NATIONAL DEFETCE
(AmTY)

o & Personnel Depot
Postal Station K
POROFTO 12, Out,

SB 185420 Spr/App BEAUCHAMP JNC, 23 Aug 62

2526 Lundigan Dr, e

CDAR CLARKSON, Ont

Return Transportation to Fo § Personanel Depot
Soldier Apprentics ~ 19062

1. Enclosed is [ransport Werrant Fumber B 841524
SDNPIE - L D, Tiolkoige llumberp (;QVering the journey

from your home to this Depot upon complecion of your leave.

2 4is stated on your leave form, you must report back

to this Depot at 1159 Fii 6  September 1962 for despatch to
your Corps School. If you cannot report here by 1159 ¥, you
will “report Lo Building Iumber 6, the day before your reporting
date.

3. Then you rebturn to o & Personnel Depot jou should
have a military type hair cut (short on the sides)., Bring
1ittle civilian clothing, once your uniforms aré igssued you
cannot wear ¢ivilian clothes for several months. You may also
bring your radio or steam iron. )

Lot s ,
A S
(E D Irving) #

Hajor
Commanding Officer



The Apprentices
(As written by JD Murray)

Background

In the “good old days,” Canadian boy-soldiers were known as barrack rats, stable boys, and many other military
epithets but their history is as old as any component of Canadian military service. In 1803, as recorded in the history
of the 104th Regiment of Foot (New Brunswick Fencibles), boys were enlisted as buglers, trumpeters, and
drummers.

More than 125 years later, according to General Order No. 74 of 1930, “Boys of good character between 14 and 18
years of age may, subject to parent’s or guardian’s consent, be specifically employed in the Canadian Corps of
Signals.” Openings in other units of the Non-Permanent Active Militia as signallers, drummers, buglers, and
trumpeters are also recorded in this order.

The post-World War II version of “boys” in the military is quite different. Although the apprentices were recruited at
sixteen years of age their duties and responsibilities were much more involved than that required of a drummer or a
bugler. “The purpose of the Soldier Apprentice Plan is to train selected young men as soldier tradesmen and to
providel‘%lll]em with a background which will enable them to advance to senior non-commissioned rank in the Regular
Army.”

Early in the 1950s, it was realized that the army was facing a potential shortfall of qualified senior NCOs. At that
time, many of the NCOs in the Canadian Army, lacked an extensive academic background because, in many cases,
they had been recruited before their scholastic training was completed and been sent off to fight a war. After
hostilities ceased, veterans returning to civilian life were offered attractive “resettlement” packages. One of the
options offered to veterans of World War Il and Korea was subsidized educational upgrading. Unfortunately, those
veterans that remained in the military were not given that same opportunity. Thus, although they achieved excellent
credentials as soldiers and tradesmen, many lacked formal academic training. One of the proposals implemented to
fill this void was the Apprentice Training Program.

Regulations and Orders

One of the methods used to attract recruits to the program was the wide distribution of a booklet entitled “The Way
To A Fine Future.” This brochure, produced sometime after the inception of the program, is a simplified and easily
readable summary of CAO 256-8. Three extracts from the booklet follow.




Soldier Apprentice Plan

The Soldier Apprentice Plan leads the way to a fine future for young men of 16, interested in a
lifetime army career. The plan provides an opportunity for educational advancement and technical
training, combined with the right amount of military training and the finest comradeship a man could
have.

This great career opportunity costs neither you nor your parents a cent. In fact, as a Soldier
Apprentice you are paid from the day you commence training. In addition, you are supplied with
uniforms, comfortable accommodation, a well balanced diet, excellent sports and hobbies facilities,
complete health care and ample leave allowances of 30 days a year with special Christmas leave.

At the Corps School to which you are first sent, you receive an ideal combination of academic,
trade and military training, especially designed to give the individual a real sense of personal
accomplishment.

The primary aim of the academic training — conducted by civilian teachers of high school
standing and supervised by the Provincial Departments of Education — is to raise your educational
standards in many subjects, including Mathematics, the Sciences and English, two years above
your enrolment level. Teaching above the Grade X level is directed towards trade training, with
instruction equivalent to existing provincial courses in technical and vocational schools.

The trades training aims to qualify you in a basic Army skill by the time you have completed
your two years training. In all there are 22 different trades ranging from radar technicians and artillery
surveyors to accounting clerks and transport operators, each offering you a lifetime advantage over non-
skilled men.

The military advantage of the training provides you with a sound background for future
advancement to non-commissioned and warrant officer rank. This plus further trades training,
continues following graduation from Corps School and your acceptance as a Regular Soldier in a
Regular Army Unit.

During your training period, you live, study and work with other members of your class in your
own school. Your original instructors and teachers remain with you throughout this time, supervising
your routine and always ready to advise or aid you with any problems that might arise during the
course.

Included in your schedule is a carefully planned athletic program, designed to ensure your
physical fitness and mental alertness with emphasis on team sports. Hockey, basketball and volleyball
teams compete in league play with neighbouring high schools and local teams within your own age
groups.

Opportunities like this cost a lot of money. What does the Army itself hope to gain from all this
outlay?

Its gain is an ever-expanding group of keen young soldier tradesmen who will be the skilled
technicians — the Sergeants and Sergeant Majors of tomorrow.



How to Become a Soldier Apprentice

General Conditions

To be eligible you must:
be a Canadian citizen, or meet citizenship requirements
be 16 years of age, but not have reached your seventeenth birthday on the
date you enrol;
have completed Grade VIII schooling;
be of good character;
provide proof of consent by your parent or guardian;
meet Army test requirements (including physical fitness).

Other Points To Remember

Benefits
As a Soldier Apprentice you receive all the benefits of a Regular career soldier —

including pension protection and 30 days paid holiday every year. In addition you get a
special Christmas season holiday while you are taking Apprentice training. In certain
circumstances, the Army may also help pay travelling costs to your home once a year.

Basic and Group Pay

While you are still 16 years of age, you receive half pay — and come on to full
Regular Army pay on reaching your seventeenth birthday. Over and above this basic
pay you will normally receive a pay increase when you qualify as a tradesman and are
sent to a unit. This is known as “Group Pay.”

Period of Service

You enrol for a period of seven years. The first two are spent in training as a
Soldier Apprentice — the last five as a fully-fledged Regular Soldier. At the end of the
fifth year — that is, when you are 21 or 22 — you will have the option of release, if you
wish. However, if you are like the great majority of Soldier Apprentices you will, by
that time, want to stay on and establish a worthwhile career for yourself in the Army on a
long-term basis.

French-Speaking Entrants

Young men who speak only French, or whose knowledge of English is not
sufficient to absorb training in that language, will be trained for the first year at the
Canadian Army Training School in Camp Valcartier or at the Royal Canadian Ordnance
Corps School in Montreal. During that period they will receive English language
training to the extent that second-year training may be given in English. Academic
training and military training to the all-arms recruit standard will also be given.



This brochure certainly painted a rosy picture for sixteen-year-old boys who were indecisive about
their vocation or career aspirations. However, as parental consent was a necessity, “the folks” had
to be convinced that the program was sound. One of the worries of many mothers concerned their
sons being sent off to war. Annex A to CAO 256-8 calmed their fears with the statement, “No
soldier apprentice under the age of seventeen shall be: enrolled during an emergency; or subject to
overseas service.” In a similar vein, the same CAO points out that, “A soldier apprentice is subject
to the Code of Service Discipline but should not be awarded a sentence which includes the
punishment of detention. Where an offence is committed which is sufficiently serious to warrant a
punishment of detention, consideration should be given to effecting the release of the individual.”
The following corps participated in the Canadian Army’s Apprentice Training Program:

Royal Canadian Artillery; (Camp Shilo Manitoba)

Royal Canadian Engineers ;( RCE, Camp Chiliwack British Columbia)

Royal Canadian Corps of Signals; (RCCS, Barriefield, Ontario)

Royal Canadian Army Service Corps; (RCASC, Camp Borden Ontario)

Royal Canadian Army Medical Corps; (RCAMC, Camp Borden Ontario)

Royal Canadian Ordnance Corps; (RCOC, Hochalaga Quebec) and

Royal Canadian Electrical and Mechanical Engineers. (RCEME, Barriefield Ontario)

(The RCAMC Apprentice Training Plan was short lived. There were about nine original apprentices
in the RCAMC apprentice plan, but for some unknown reason the plan was discontinued).

One of the enrolment requirements stated above was, “be 16 years of age, but not have reached your
seventeenth birthday on the date you enrol.” This was a very significant criterion. The following
example illustrates the importance of the age difference:

Applicant A was born in June 1939 and enrolled on 1 June 1956, while he was still sixteen. On
beginning his training in September 1956, he was seventeen years and three months of age.

Applicant B was born on 1 September 1940 and enrolled on his sixteenth birthday in
1956. When he reported in for training a few days later, he was at the minimum age of
sixteen.

With age comes maturity! An age difference of fifteen months, especially at sixteen, brings with it
different levels of development in mind and body. This is the primary reason some apprentices
appeared to be much more “grown-up” than others recruited in the same year. The older student
certainly had an advantage. A question on the enrolment questionnaire was, “Would you rather play
with boys or girls?” The answer, of course, depended on the age of maturity.

As the apprentice training course was two years in length and recruiting was conducted on an annual
basis, there were both junior and senior students in residence at all times, except for the first and last
years of the program. The rivalry between first and second-year apprentices was very similar to that
which exists at our high schools and universities. While both are pursuing the same program, the
more advanced group tends to assume a “superior” position vis-a-vis their juniors. The official
supervision of juniors by selected second-year apprentices will be covered later.



Apprentices were different, there is no doubt. For a fourteen-year period from 1953 to 1967, they
were affectionately referred to as “the little green monsters” from the green bands worn on the
shoulder to distinguish them from the “more mature” members of the army. The following is
reprinted from the Camp Borden Citizen, No 253, dated 26 February 1953.

Apprentice-soldiers, newest and youngest additions to the Canadian Army’s growing
forces are being outfitted with regular uniforms and personal equipment but will have
distinctive identification insignia. The “student soldiers” will wear a light green silk
cord band seven eighths of an inch wide on both shoulder straps of all orders of dress,
including greatcoats.

Eventually, all of the corps adopted a single green band for first-year and a double band to identify
the second-year apprentices. “The waist is a terrible thing to mind and the mind is a terrible thing to
waste!” The apprentices were not concerned with either portion of this mangled proverb. First, at
sixteen and seventeen years of age, they were still growing and because each day was filled with
well organized and extensively planned physical activity, an extremely small number suffered from
any weight problem.

Second, sixteen-year-old boys inherently have a limitless thirst for knowledge and the curriculum in
both academic and military subjects coupled with the many extra curricular activities were never
enough to satisfy their need. They soaked up all this knowledge like a sponge. “The best two years
of my life.” “I would like to do it all over again.” “As a graduate apprentice | would like to go
back, as an instructor.” These quotes were common from a cross section of apprentice graduates.

Many graduates made their chosen Corps their life long career while others changed Corps and
pursued successful careers. A large number of apprentices obtained promotions well beyond the
goals of the initial program. For example Mike Jeffrey from the 1964 Artillery intake rose to be the
commander of the Canadian Land Forces in the rank of lieutenant-general. Others left the military
and pursued successful civilian careers with equal success.

The RCDC /CFDS is one of the Corps that benefited from the apprentice program with over 40
members choosing the dental Corps to pursue their military career. They came from all the Corps
(except RCAMC), and served in all trades obtaining senior positions and rank with many being
Commissioned from the Ranks.

The following is a listing of those apprentices; depicting the Corps in which they were trained as
apprentices as well as their chosen career path after graduation.



THE ROYAL REGIMENT of CANADIAN ARTILLERY

In keeping with the Canadian Army Soldier Apprentice Program, the Royal Regiment
of Canadian Artillery implemented its program via The Apprentice Training Battery in
Shilo Manitoba in 1954. The training consisted of a combination of military training,
trades training and schooling. A half day of military training and a half day of scholastic
training were involved during most of the two year training period. Upon completion of
the training, individuals normally had increased their educational level by two grades
and were also trained to the Group 1 level in Gunnery as well as in his chosen trade
(technical Assistant Field, Surveyor RCA, or Operator Radar —Anti-Aircraft.

In 2009, a cairn was dedicated in Artillery Park at CFB Shilo,
8 the Home Station of The Royal Regiment of Canadian

. ™ Artillery and former home of The Apprentice Training

" Battery, in honour of the contribution made to the Canadian
' military and to Canada by the Apprentices.




LCol Laverne Hatcher
Dental Assistant/
Dental Associate Officer

I

2 nd Intake 1989
1955-1957

Laverne joined the second intake of the Artillery Apprentices in 1955 graduating in 1957.He
was posted to 3 RCHA in Debert NS, as technical assistant plotting fire patterns in the troop and
Battery command post. It was a short posting .. three months; the Regiment was moved to Gagetown
NB concurrent with the Base official opening. He remained with the RCHA until 1964, remustering
to dental. He took his Dental Assistant training in the fall of that year and was then posted to the
Dental School in Borden. He remained at CFDSS as an instructor until 1969. He then obtained his
commission as a Lt, DAO and was posted to HQ 13 Dental Unit at CFB Trenton as unit
Administration and Supply Officer. In 1973, in keeping with the CF decision to reduce the number
of officer classifications, (the DAO classification was eliminated and all existing DAOs were
required to remuster to either the Logistic or Admin Branch) he reclassified to Log O and served in
air movements operations until 1976. In June 1976 he returned to the dental services, was posted to
Dental Services HQ in Ottawa and served as Section Head Dental Materiel and Financial
Management, Career Manager and Director Dental Resources Management until his retirement from
the CF in 1987 as a LCol. He then served a further two years as a Class “C” reservist. He 1s
currently enjoying retirement in Chester Basin Nova Scotia.



Maj. Roy Todd
Dental Laboratory Technician/
Dental Associate Officer

3" Intake 1992
1956 — 1958

Roy joined Artillery Apprentices on 19 Jul 1956 just six days following his 16"
birthday and graduated in 1958. He was then posted to Picton ON with 1 light Anti-Aircraft
Battery as a radar OP and then 1 Surface to Surface Missile Battery in Germany prior to
transferring to the RCDC in spring of 1964. Following employment as a Dental Assistant He
remustered to D Lab Tech MOC 723 in 1966 and served in Ottawa, Kingston, Borden, Cyprus
and Winnipeg attaining the rank of CWO. In 1986 he was commissioned as a Capt Dental
Associate Officer and served in Trenton and St Hubert and retired from the CF in 1992 as a
Major. Roy then spent the next 20 years practicing as a Denturist in Trenton ON, where he is
now finally enjoying retirement.

CWO Richard Abfalter
Dental Laboratory Technician

5™ Intake
1958 - 1960

1989

Richard joined the Artillery apprentices in 1958 and graduated in 1960 as a GP 1 Gunner... In
1965 he remustered to the RCDC and took his training as a Dental Assistant in Nov-Dec of that year
and was posted to Petawawa. In 1966 He underwent training as a dental laboratory technician and
upon successful completion served in Trenton until 1968 when he took his release from the CF to
attend university in Nelson BC. In 1971 he rejoined the CF and while rising through the ranks
served in Edmonton, Ottawa, Halifax, Esquimalt and Cyprus. including a four year tour as Career
Manager. In 1989 He retired from the CF as a CWO and is currently living in Nelson BC



Sgt Bill Buxton
Dental Laboratory Technician

5" Intake 1973
1958-1960

Bill joined the Artillery Apprentices in 1958 and graduated in 1960. He then remustered to
the RCE 1961 and after three years as an Engineer he transferred to the RCDC. He took his training
as a Dental Assistant in1963 and his Lab training in 1964. He Retired from the CF in 1973 and
became a Licensed technician in New Brunswick and was then involved with the Denturist
movement in Canada where he held various positions , provincially, nationally and internationally
while owning a number of denture clinics throughout the province. In 1998 he moved to Maine to
help his son establish New England Denture Centres, eventually opening and operating seven
centres throughout the state. Bill passed away on 29 Apr 2011

LCol Kjeld Hansen
Dental Assistant/Dental Officer

5" Intake
1958-1960

Kjeld joined the Artillery Apprentices in 1958 and graduated in 1960 after completing his
academic training and military training as a Gunner and Surveyor. He was then posted to Picton
Ontario, Soest Germany and Winnipeg. In 1964, while in Winnipeg he remustered to Dental, he then
attended night school and University of Winnipeg for Pre-Dental Education. Kjeld entered the
Faculty of Dentistry in 1968 and graduated from the University of Manitoba with a Degree in
Doctor of Dental Medicine in 1972. He then served as a Dental Officer at CFB Esquimalt and Royal
Roads until 1977 when he proceeded on Post Graduate training in Tacoma Washington, USA. In
1979 he graduated with a General Dentistry Residency with emphasis on Oral Surgery and was
posted to CFB Comox. From 1979 he served in Comox and Cold Lake and retired from the CF as a
LCol in 1983. For the next 25 years he operated a private practice in the Comox/Courtenay area
retiring from dentistry in August 2008. He still resides in the Courtenay area as a gentleman farmer
running 20 head of cattle and enjoying fishing and hunting.



Major Tom Mountain
Dental Hygienist/Dental Associate Officer

9th Intake 1995
1962- 1964

Tom hails from Hamilton ON. and joined the Artillery Apprentices just before his 17th
birthday in 1962 .He spent the next two years in Shilo Manitoba undergoing Academic and Military
Training. Upon graduation in 1964 he was posted first to Gagetown, then Germany and back to
Shilo. In October 1970 he was part of the force that did duty in Montreal during the FLQ crisis. In
1971 Tom remustered to dental and was posted to the Halifax Dockyard dental clinic and took his
basic Dental Assistant course in the spring of that year. In 1972 he served aboard HMCS Protecteur
and enjoyed an artic cruise. In 1974 he was posted to Gagetown and then took the Hygiene course in
1976-77 and was posted to Moose Jaw where he had the pleasure of flying in a “Snow Bird”. In
1980 he was posted to CFDSS Borden and received his commission to Lieutenant in 1981 and
served as the Adjutant and OC Support Company. This followed with a posting to Trenton and then
in 1988 to NDHQ Ottawa where he served in various staff positions. Tom retired from the CF in
1995 and is currently enjoying retirement in Chatham Ontario, where he is involved in the Last Post
Fund, the Legion, The Essex & Kent Scottish Regimental Mess Association, the Genealogical
Association and the Charles Dickens Association. In his spare time he enjoys playing cards and
conducts weekly bridge classes.

Sgt. Hedley Habberjam
Dental Equipment Technician

10™ Infake
1963 -1965

Hedley joined the Artillery Apprentices in 1963 and Graduated in 1965.He transferred to
dental in 1970, took his Dental Assistant training in 1971. In 1974 he took his DE Tech Training and
was posted to 1 DED Petawawa and CFDSS. Hedley left the CF in 1980 and unfortunately as his
location is unknown no additional info is available.

H O



Royal Canadian Engineers

The Royal Canadian Engineer (RCE) Apprentice Training Program
was in effect from the arrival of the 1™ Intake in January 1953 until the graduation of the 14™ Intake
in July 1967. During these years 847 sixteen year-old inductees from all across Canada (and one
from Germany) were processed through the Sapper Apprentice Training Squadron at Camp
Chilliwack, Vedder Crossing, British Columbia.

The training took two years to complete; the first year included the normal
military training that one would expect in a recruit squadron, and would be conducted for four hours
a day. The remainder of the day was spent in school being taught academics under the instruction of
a small cadre of civilian teachers. The aim of the training, was to raise the individuals education
level to junior matriculation in British Columbia. Once the Apprentices could march and properly
wear and maintain their uniforms they were then given basic training such as; Weapons, Field
Defenses and Obstacles, Rigging, Rafting and Water-manship, and Mine-Warfare.

The daily training included a rigorous fitness and sports program of Track Field, Cross-
Country Running and Tabloid Sports. The recreational program included Rod and Gun Club,
Squadron Band, Baseball, Soccer and Football. The second year was a continuation of the academic
training and more Corp training such as Bridging, Roads and Airfields, Demolitions and Water

Supply.

Upon graduation individuals were awarded the Group I Field Engineer
qualification and badge. Part of the second year training included an introduction to Trades
Training with a familiarization in the following subjects- Carpentry, Plumbing, Sheet Metal,
Painting and Masonry. Graduation was normally in July followed by postings to the various Field
Squadrons in Chilliwack, Petawawa, Gagetown or Germany or Trades positions in the Works
Companies at the different Bases.



CWO CIiff Beauchamp
Dental Equipment Technician

11th Intake 1988
1962- 1964

Cliff joined the Royal Canadian Engineer (RCE) apprentices at 6 PD Toronto on 24 May
1962 just four days before the deadline of age 17. He graduated in April 1964 as a group 1 Field
Engineer, was then posted to the Trades Training Squadron where he undertook training as a Sheet
Metal Worker and on completion of training in Oct 1964 was advised there were no positions for
this trade and was posted as a Field Engineer to 2 Field Squadron in Gagetown . He transferred to
Dental in Oct 1965 and was posted to the Dockyard Clinic in Halifax. He took his Group 1 Dental
Assistance Course in the spring of 1966. During the next five years, as a Dental Assistant, he served
in Dockyard, Cyprus, HMCS Cape Scott, HMCS Bonneventure and Windsor Park. In Jan 1971 he
remustered to Dental Equipment Maintenance Technician (DEMT) and served in Montreal,
Germany, Edmonton and Ottawa. He retired from the CF in 1988 as a CWO but remained with the
CFDS at Dental Division HQ and Health Services as a civilian until 2005 when after 43 years of
combined service, he left the work force. He is currently enjoying retirement in Ottawa.

Sgt Andy Violette
Dental Equipment Technician

11th Intake 1976
1962-1964

Andy, from Blizzard Valley ON joined the Engineer apprentices in 1962 and upon graduation
in Apr1964 was posted to 2 Field Squadron Gagetown as a Group 1 Field Engineer. He transferred
to Dental in Oct 1964 and took his Dental Equipment Repairer (DER) training in 1965. He served in
Trenton and CFDSS where he retired in 1976. He relocated to Edmonton Alberta and was
employed at the University as a Technician and is now enjoying his retirement in Alberta.

& &



Royal Canadian Corps of Signals

The Royal Canadian Corps of Signals (RCCS) Soldier Apprentice Plan started in the Fall of
1952 with the 1* intake (E-1 and E-2, 1952-1954) consisting of 42 “16 year old” members. The 2™
intake (E-3 to E-8, 1953-1955) consisted of 3 separate intakes, 2"%-A, E-3 & E-4, 2"-B, E-5 & E-6,
and finally 2"-C, E-7 & E-8. Thereafter the intakes were as follows:

3" intake: E-9 & E-10 (1954-1956).

4™ intake: E-11 & E-12 (1955-1957).

5™ intake: E-13 to E-16 (1956-1958) (The first “4 troop” intake).
6" intake: E-17 to E-20 (1957-1959).

7" intake: E-21 to E-24 (1958-1960).

8" intake: E-25 to E-28 (1959-1961).

9™ intake: E-29 to E-32 (1960-1962).

10" intake: E-33 to E-36 (1961-1963).

11" intake: E-37 to E-40 (1962-1964).

12" intake: E-41 to E-44 (1963-1965).

13" intake: E-45 & E-46 (1964-1966).

14" intake: E-47 (1965-1967).

The program ended in 1967 with the graduation of the 14™ Intake

In all there were approximately 1,144 RCCS Apprentices

The initial engagement was for 7 years, with an option of obtaining a release after 5 years, if
one applied 180 days prior to the exact date of release. The initial 6 months was devoted to recruit
and general military training in the basic skills required of every soldier. This was followed by two
six-month segments of concentrated secondary school education. During this phase of the training
the candidates could upgrade themselves by two or more full years of High School credits. During
the last 6 months, the RCCS Apprentices received in-depth training as Operators, Lineman or Radio
Technicians.

Upon completion of the two year training period, the now ex-apprentices were often sent to
operational Army Units to take their place in Canada’s fighting force. As a result of their extensive
training, they found themselves to be among the most effective members of their respective units.



WO AM (Willy) Wilson
Dental Equipment Technician 2 -
b -
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6" Intake 1981
1957-1959

Willy joined the RC Sigs Apprentice in 1957 and graduated in 1959 as a Lineman. He was
employed as such until 1966 when he transferred to Dental. He was employed as a dental assistant
until 1969 at which time he remustered to Dental Equipment Maintenance Technician (DEMT). He
served as a technician until his retirement from the CF in 1981.  On retiring from the CF he took a
position with the Dental Company of Canada (DENCO) in London, Ontario. He remained at
DENCO until 1985 when took the position of DE Tech in Dentistry at The University of Western
Ontario, School of Medicine & Dentistry. This position became available upon the retirement of
Arthur Tait, a retired S/Sgt in the RCDC. Art and Willy installed, maintained and repaired the
dental equipment for the School for a combined total of approximately 40 years. Due to the large
number of retired RCDC personnel employed at Western, the School was known as the ‘RCDC
Bone Yard’. Willy remained at UWO until 2006 and is presently retired in London, Ontario.



Royal Canadian Army Service Corps

The RCASC Apprentices program was conducted at the Royal Canadian Army
Service Corps School in Camp Borden Ontario through the Apprentice Training
Company from 1953 to 1967. The first platoons started training in January 1953 and
graduated in May 1955, and the next platoons started in December 1953 and graduated
in Jun 1956. All subsequent Apprentice Training Platoons started their two year training
programs in September starting in 1953. The two year program provided both military
and academic training. All RCASC apprentices were trained either as a Cook, Admin
Clerk or Driver.

Sgt Wilf Wylie
Administrative Clerk

2 Platoon 1980
1953(Dec) 1956

When Wilf joined the RCASC apprentices on 4 Sept 1953 at 6 Personnel Depot in Toronto,
he was part of the second group of candidates to join the newly formed program. Wilf was assigned
to # 2 Platoon and started his training at the RCASC School in Dec of that year. H e graduated in
Jun 1956 as a Clerk Admin... For the next few years he served at the RCASC School, VEPE Ottawa,
Ft. Churchill and with the Brigade in Germany. He transferred to dental in Sep 1960 and served as a
clerk in Trenton, UNEF (64-65) 4 FD Dental Germany and Halifax. In 1973, when all clerks were
placed in the Admin Branch, he left dental and was posted to Lahr and then back to Ottawa where
he retired. Wilf is deceased.



WO Bob James
Dental Assistant

Platoon 6
1954-1956 Circa 1969

Bob joined the RCASC apprentices in 1954 and graduated in 1956 as a Transport Operator.
He then served in Borden, Germany and Gagetown where he transferred to the RCDC in 1964. He
took his Dental Assistant training in 1965 and then served in Greenwood, CFDSS Borden, Shape
(the highlight of his career), Kingston, Chatham and Gagetown where he retired from the CF as a
Warrant Officer. He is currently enjoying retirement with his family in Fredericton N.B.

MWO Doug Cormie
Dental Laboratory Technician

7 Platoon 1983
1954-1956

Doug joined the RCASC apprentices in 1954 and graduated in 1956 as a Group 1 Clerk
Admin. During the next 8 years he served in Germany, Gagetown, Washington DC and Winnipeg.
On his return from Washington to Winnipeg, he decided that there must be a better life in the
military than pounding a typewriter in an orderly room. In the fall of 1964 he transferred to dental.
He took his lab training in 1965 and subsequently served in Winnipeg MB, Clinton ON (While
posted here he was involved in the Czech program at the University of Western Ontario in London
ON), Bagotville PQ, Trenton ON, Egypt UNEF, Petawawa ON and Halifax NS . H e retired from
the CF in 1983 and was then employed in the dental lab at the Dalhousie University Dental School
until 1987. Doug was then employed at the Nova Scotia Community College where he taught
Dental Technology until 1998 when he retired from the work force and is currently enjoying his
retirement in St Malo Manitoba.



WO George Cliché
Dental Equipment Technician

<t

9 Platoon circa 1981
1955-1957

George joined the RCASC apprentices in 1955 and graduated in 1957. He transferred to the RCDC
in 1965 and took his training as a dental assistant in the spring of 1966 and later that year he
underwent training as a Dental Equipment Maintenance Technician (DEMT) in Petawawa and was
then stationed in Valcartier until his retirement from the CF in 1981. Although it is believed that
George is living in the province of Quebec, he was not located and no additional info was obtained.

Sgt Harry Peck
Dental Laboratory Technician

9 Platoon circa 1980
1955-1957

Harry joined the RCASC apprentices in 1955 and graduated in 1957 He transferred to dental
and took his dental assistant training in 1964, followed by his lab training in 1965. He served in
Cold Lake and Winnipeg. Harry passed away in 2004.



WO Jim Butson
Dental Laboratory Technician

10 Platoon 1984
1956-1958

Jim joined the RCASC apprentices in 1956 and graduated in 1958 as a group 1, Transport
Operator. From 1958 to 1966, Jim served in Whitehorse on the North West highway
System(NWHS) which was the Canadian portion of the Alaska Highway,2 Transport Coy Camp
Borden,1 Transport Coy Fort Chambly Germany and the Service Battalion in Gagetown N.B. In
March of 1966 he transferred to the RCDC and was posted to the Dockyard dental clinic in Halifax.
He undertook his dental assistant training in the fall of 1966. In 1969 he attended the Lab course and
upon graduation he served in Halifax until July 1972 , North Bay 1972- 1978 , Cold Lake1978-1980
and then back to Halifax where he retired from the CF in 1984.He is currently enjoying his
retirement in Middle Sackville NS.

WO Norm Hope
iy 3 Dental Laboratory Technician
11 Platoon 1978
1956-1958

Norm joined the RCASC apprentices in 1956 and graduated in1958 He transferred to the
RCDC and took his Dental Assistant training in 1965, and his lab training in 1966.He retired from
the CF in 1978.Norm is deceased.



Sgt Luc Boulianne
Dental Equipment Technician

1‘3 .l\)l.at;)-(ﬂ)l.l 1972
1957-1959

Luc joined the RCASC apprentices in 1957 and graduated in 1959. He transferred to the
RCDC and took his Dental Assistant training in1963 and his Dental Equipment Repairer (DER) GP
ltraining in 1965.He served in Ottawa and Petawawa .Luc left the CF in 1972 and currently resides
in Knowlton Quebec.

WO Al Braslins
Dental Hygienist

13 Platoon 1980
1957-1959

Al joined the RCASC apprentices in 1957 and graduated in 1959 He transferred to the RCDC
and took his dental assistant training in 1965. He trained as a Hygienist and retired in 1980. He 1s
currently living in Abbotsford B.C.

Cpl Wally Matrikas
Dental Laboratory Technician

13 Platoon
1957-1959

Wally joined the RCASC apprentices in 1957and graduated in 1959. He transferred to the
RCDC and underwent training as a dental assistant in 1964 and his GP 1 lab training in 1965.He
served in Ottawa and CFDSS. Wally passed away on 12 July 1973 while serving at CFDSS.



Sgt Brian Hannah
Dental Laboratory Technician

14 Platoon
1957-1959

Brian joined the RCASC apprentices in 1957 and graduated in 1959. He transferred to the
RCDC in 1962, became a Lab Tech in 1965 and retired from the CF in 1979. Brian is deceased.

LCol Jack Shore
Dental Associate Officer
Clerk Administration

15 Platoon
1957-1959

Jack joined the RCASC apprentices at # 13 Army Personnel Depot in Ottawa ON 26 June
1957 and reported to Camp Borden early September to commence training. Reporting to Camp
Borden was somewhat of a home coming as Jack had resided in PMQs at RCAF Station Borden
from 1949 to 1953. In 1959 after two years of academic and military training he graduated with the
dual trade qualifications of Administrative Clerk and Transport Operator. His first posting was to the
Office of the Adjutant General of the Canadian Army. He then served in London On and United
Nations Organization (ONUC) in the Congo. In 1964 Jack transferred to the RCDC and served as a
clerk with the Director General of Dental Services in Ottawa. He then served as Career Manager for
RCDC tradesmen, Office Manager for medical /dental career managers and Chief Clerk of 2
Canadian Guards/3™ Battalion Royal Canadian Regiment in Petawawa. In 1972 he was
commissioned from the rank of Master Warrant Office to the rank of Capt. For the next 21 years
Jack served in various Administrative and Staff Positions in 13 Dental Unit HQ Trenton, CFB
Kingston, Training System HQ Trenton and DGDS in Ottawa. While at DGDS he served in five
different positions, cumulating with promotion to LCol. and appointment to Director of Dental
resource Management. H e retired from the CF in 1993 after 36 years service and is currently
enjoying he’s retirement in Newcastle ON.



LCdr Brian Vandervaart
Dental Associate Officer/

Medical Associate Officer

Clerk Administration
15 Platoon 1989
1957-1959

Brian joined the RCASC apprentices on 20 Jun 1957 and graduated as GP 1 Clerk Admin in
Jun 1959. He was posted to Army Development Establishment in Ottawa until 1961, during this
period a couple of overtures were made to him by the Admin Officer at the DGDS to come over to
the RCDC as an Admin Clk. He was then posted to Area HQ in London ON where he saw a
recruitment message requesting personnel to transfer to the RCDC, remembering the previous
overtures; he applied, was accepted and posted to DGDS in Jun 1962.He served as Clk Admin at
DGDS, CBUME (UNEF) and CFDSS until 1969 when he received his commission as a LT. DAO.
He served as 14 Dental Unit Admin officer until 1973 when in keeping with the CF initiative to
reduce the number of officer classifications, (the DAO 42classification42 was eliminated and all
existing DAOs were required to remuster to either the Logistic or Admin Branch) Brian requested
and was granted a transfer to the medical branch where he received training as an MAO and posted
to the CFMSS at Borden in 1974. In 1980 the DAO classification was reinstated but by this time
Brian had attained the rank of Major and chose to remain with the CFMS. In 1983 Brian was posted
to Maritime Command Headquarters to start up the Drug and Alcohol prevention Program (DAPP)
and as the first Drug Education Coordinator (RDEC) for the Atlantic Region and Maritime
Command. It was at this time that that the CF started issuing the various elements their distinctive
uniforms again. Although Brian had been army all his career , given his current employment with
the navy , he found more beneficial to become one of them so he choose the dark blue uniform and
became a LCdr vice Maj. Brian retired from the CF 1989 and is currently living in Dartmouth NS



Sgt Jacques Parent
Dental Laboratory Technician

16 Platoon
1957-1959

Jacques joined the RCASC apprentices in 1958 and underwent training with the RCOC in
Longue Pointe Quebec for the first year and Camp Borden at the RCASC School for the second
year, graduating as a Cook in 1959. He transferred to the RCDC and completed his DA course in
1967 and remustered to the lab trade in 1971. During his career he served in Montreal, Germany and
Egypt. He retired from the in 1978 and is currently living in Breakeyville Que.

Cpl Bob “Red” Mullins
Dental Laboratory Technician

17 Platoon 1974
1958-1960

Bob joined the RCASC apprentices in 1958 and graduated in 1960 He transferred to dental
and took his DA training in 1966 and his lab training in Feb- Dec 1969. Retired from the CF in 74.
Bob is deceased.

CWO Tom Taylor
Dental Laboratory Technician

17 Platoon 1984
1958-1960

Tom joined the RCASC apprentices in 1958 and graduated in 1960 as a Transport Operator.
He was then posted to Gagetown, HQ4CMBG Fort Henry Germany and Halifax where he
transferred to dental in 1966. He took his dental assistant training that same year and his Dental
Laboratory Technician training in 1967. During his career in the RCDC/CFDS he served in
Shearwater, CFDSS, Lahr, Valcartier and Esquimalt. He retired from the CF as a CWO in 1984 and
is currently enjoying retirement in Comox BC.



Sgt Mac Allen
Dental Laboratory Technician

17 Platoon 1978
1958-1960

Mac joined the RCASC apprentices in 1958 and graduated in 1960. He transferred to dental in
1965 and took his Lab training in 1966. Gagetown, Cyprus and Germany were some of the
locations that he served in. Mac passed away 26 Aug 2003.

MWO Hans Kalmet
Dental Hygienist

17 Platoon
1958-1960

Hans joined the RCASC apprentices in 1958 and graduated in 1960.He
transferred to dental and took his DA training in 1965.He retired from the CF in 1982.
Unfortunately his whereabouts are unknown and no further info is available.



Capt Don Langford
Dental Assistant/Dental Associate Officer

17 Platoon 1982
1959-1961

Don joined the RCASC apprentices in 1959 and graduated in 1961. He transferred to dental
and took his Dental Assistant training in 1968.In 1982, while employed at NDHQ -DGDS he was
promoted to MWO and then four days later was commissioned from the ranks as a Captain and
served in a staff officer position as a Dental Associate Officer. During his career in dental Don
served in Shilo, Edmonton, Ottawa and Winnipeg. Don retired from the CF in 1996 and is currently
living in Edmonton and for the past thirteen years has held the position of Executive Director of
Métis & Family Services Society Edmonton. He is also a member of the Great Edmonton Alberta
Health Services Advisory Committee, Board member of the Canadian accreditation Council of
Human Services and a member of the CF Aboriginal Forum His other, past and current, activities
include ; Board Chairperson of Poundmakers Lodge Treatment Centres, Chairman of the Aboriginal
Community Council (AASCF), President of the Edmonton Native Youth Justice Committee, Vice
president Aboriginal Veterans of Alberta, was a member of the Board of Directors for the Edmonton
Christmas Bureau and sat on the Steering Committee for the Protection of Children Involved in
Prostitution and a member of the Edmonton Aboriginal Accord Elders Circle.

WO Dan Hardy
Dental Laboratory Technician

20 Platoon circa 2003
1959-1961

Dan joined the RCASC apprentices in 1959 and graduated in 1961.He transferred to the
RCDC in 1962 and completed his dental assistant training in May 1963. Dan later remustered to the
Dental Lab Tech occupation, completing his TQ 6 training in 1966 and retired from the CF in 1975.
He relocated in Duncan BC where he set up a Denturist Clinic. In 2005 Dan scaled back his work
and sold his practice but still works part time.



MWO Russ Black
Dental Laboratory Technician

21Platoon 1991

1959-1961

Russ joined the RCASC apprentices in 1959 and graduated in 1961. He transferred to dental
in 1962 and became a laboratory technician in 1965. During his career he served Ft. Churchill,
Cyprus, Toronto, Winnipeg, North Bay, Valcartier, Petawawa, Germany and Victoria where he
retired in 1995. Russ passed away on 30 Oct 2010.

MCpl. Wayne Mclintosh
Dental Assistant

21 Platoon
1959-1961

Wayne joined the RCASC apprentices in 1959 and graduated in 1961. In 1965, while serving
in Gagetown, he transferred to dental and took his DA training in Mar1966. He was then posted in
Borden and subsequently to North Bay ON. where he took his release from the CF in 1973. Wayne

passed away 1 Feb 1979.

Sgt. T.R.J. Kukurudziack
Dental Assistant

21 Platoon 1972

1959-1961

Tom joined the RCASC apprentices in 1959 and graduated in 1961. He transferred to dental
in 1965 and took his DA training in Mar 1966. He left the CF in 1972. As his current whereabouts

are unknown, no further information is available.



WO Jim Hughes
Dental Assistant

22 Platoon 1979
1959- 1961

Jim joined the RCASC apprentices in 1959 and was assigned to 22 Platoon and graduated in
Aug of 1961 as a Transport Operator. He was then posted to 4 Transport Coy in Winnipeg. As his
arrival coincided with the erection of the Berlin Wall and the corresponding increase in the forces in
Europe, Jim soon found himself aboard a train to Montreal where he boarded the RMS Ivernia to
Rotterdam Holland and then via train to Soest where he joined 1 Transport Coy. In 1964, Jim was
posted back to Winnipeg, where after two more years with 1 Transport Coy, he remustered to the
RCDC, and took his Dental Assistant Training in March —April 1967 at CFDSS. While with
RCDC/CFDS Jim served in Winnipeg (Fort Osborne Barracks, Westwin Air Base, CFB Esquimalt
(HMCS Naden, HMC Dockyard, HMCS Provider and Royal Roads Military College), CFB Cold
Lake, CFB Ottawa (Rockecliff) and finally NDHQ clinic on Gloucester St. Jim retired from the CF as
a Warrant Officer in July 1979. He his currently enjoying his retirement in Cranbrook BC.

MCpl. Geoff Sykes
Dental Laboratory Technician

23Platoon 1975
1960-1962

Geoff joined the RCASC apprentices in 1960 and graduated in 1962.He transferred to dental and
took his Dental Assistant training in 1969.Geoff took his laboratory technician training in 1974 and
left the CF in 1975. His current whereabouts are unknown so no further information is available.



Capt Al Lundstrom
Dental Associate Officer

24 Platoon
1960-1962

Al Joined the RCASC apprentices in 1960 and after two years of academic and military training
graduated with the dual trade qualifications of Transport Operator and Clerk Admin.in 1962. During
his career Al served as a Clerk Admin in Vancouver, Germany, Egypt, Calgary, Cyprus, North Bay,
Sault Ste. Marie, Chilliwack and NDHQ/DGDS Ottawa. It was while serving at DGDS that Al’s
career changed when he was commissioned from the Ranks and became a Dental Associate Officer
(DAO). He then served at CFDSS and 11 Dental Unit HQ, Esquimalt. He retired from the CF in
1993 as a Captain and moved to Abbotsford BC. Al passed away on 8 Nov 1996.

MWO Mel Williams m
Dental Hygienist : h
ot
25 Platoon 1990 1960-1962

Mel was born in England and immigrated to Canada in May of 1959, a little over a year later
at the age of 16 he joined the RCASC apprentices on the 5 Aug 1960 at 6 PD in Toronto. He started
his training at the RCASC School in Camp Borden in Sept 1960 and after two years of academic
and military training graduated in 1960 as a Transport Operator. Was then posted to 4 Transport
Company in Winnipeg and then in Sept 1963 was posted to 1 Transport Coy Ft Chambly Soest
Germany where he applied for a transfer to dental. He was informed that upon his return to Canada
he would be remustered to dental. In 1966, on his return to Canada, he was posted to 1 Coy Oakville
where he was advised of his transfer to dental . He took his Dental Assistant training in 1967 ,
Hygienist training in 1975 and Therapist in 1979. His career in the CFDS took him to Toronto,
Petawawa, London, Cold Lake, Baden (2 times), Lahr (2 times), Halifax, Calgary and finally
Victoria where, having attained the rank of MWO, he retired from the CF in 1990. Mel lives in
Victoria and works three days a week as a Dental Hygienist.(When Mel left Halifax in 1979 his step
son Peter Williams remained in Halifax and was accepted into the CFDS at the Faculty of Dentistry
Dalhousie University, graduated in 1984 and was posted to Gagetown and is now in private practice
in Napanee ON)



MWO Paul Mehler
Dental Assistant

29 PLATOON

1962- 1964
Paul joined the RCASC apprentices in 1962 and graduated in 1964. He transferred to the
RCDC in 1965 and completed his Dental Assistant Training in 1966.Some of the locations that Paul
served in were Montreal and Ottawa. Paul retired from the CF in 1991. His current location is
unknown so the available information is limited.

CWO Mark Arbour
Dental Laboratory Technician

1962-1964

Mark joined the RCASC apprentices in May 1962 and was assigned to 30 Platoon at the
RCASC School in Camp Borden Ontario. He graduated in 1964 with the dual qualifications of
Transport Operator and Clerk Administration. Following graduation he was temporarily posted to 2
Transport Coy in Borden ON.and then in September to 6 personnel Depot in Toronto. In Feb 1965
he was posted to 12 Dental Unit Halifax and then in March 1966 to Headquarters Mobile Command
in St Hubert. It was in August of that same year that Marc decided on a career change and
transferred to the RCDC and completed his DA training in December .He then remustered to the
Laboratory Occupation and completed his initial training in December of 1967. He then served in St
Hubert, Fort Chambly Germany, Summerside, CFDSS Borden, St Jean, Edmonton, Trenton,
Winnipeg and Halifax. In August of 1986 he was promoted to CWO and while in Winnipeg was
appointed as the Unit Warrant Officer and then following his move to 12 Dental Unit Halifax in
1992, he was appointed as the first ever CFDS Branch CWO. Then with the disbandment of the
Dental Laboratory Occupation in 1995, Marc retired from the CF with 33 + years of service and is
currently living in Dartmouth NS.



WO Richard “Skip” R Solomon
Dental Equipment Technician

30 Platoon
1962-1964

Skip joined the RCASC apprentices in 1962 and was assigned to 30 Platoon at the RCASC
School in Camp Borden Ontario. He graduated as a Transport Operator in 1964 and was posted to
3Brigade Service Battalion in Camp Gagetown. In Aril of 1966 Skip remustered to the RCDC and
was posted to HMCS Cornwallis. This was followed by posting to Comox, Esquimalt and Cyprus.
In 1978 he remustered to Dental Equipment Tech and was posted to Trenton. He then served in
Winnipeg, Ottawa NDHQ-DMOS, back to Trenton and finally to 1CFSD in Toronto. Skip retired
from the CF in 1994 and is enjoying his retirement in Belleville Ontario.

Maj. Phil Bosch
Dental Associate Officer

31 Platoon
1962-1964 2006

Phil started his military career in Victoria in 1962 as a RCA reservist. After 6 months of
service and qualifying as a Gunner he joined the RCASC apprentices and took his academic and
military training at the RCASC School at Camp Borden Ontario. He graduated in 1964 with the dual
qualifications of Transport Op and Admin Clerk and was posted to Winnipeg MB as an Admin
Clerk. In 1965 he qualified as a CF Parachutist and then transferred to the RCDC and took his DA
training later that same year. For the next 16 years he served as a Dental Clinical Assistant and
Clinic Coordinator in the following locations Edmonton, Comox, Esquimalt
(Naden/Dockyard/Workpoint Barracks/RRMC), Cyprus, North Bay, Cold Lake and Cornwallis.
While in North Bay he furthered his education and graduated from Laurentian University with a BA.
In 1982 he was commissioned from the ranks as a Captain and underwent Pers Admin and DAO
training as well as attended the CF Staff School. As a DAO he served in Trenton as 13 Dental Unit
HQ Adm O (1982), Trenton, CFTSHQ as a staff officer, (1986 to 1990 and again a in 1991) Borden
CFDSS as Training O (1990), St Hubert as OC Fd Dent Coy Cadre (1992) and then back to CFDSS
where between 1994 and 2001 he served as Special Projects O, Commandant (13 months) and
DCommandant/Standard O. In 19996, in keeping with the disbandment of the DAO classification he
transferred to CFMS as an HCA In 2001 he retired from the Regular Force and briefly worked as a
Civilian in the position of standards O and then as a reservist as OC Standards Coy until 2003 when,
he became OC Standards Coy of the combined CFMSS/CFDSS school. After a career spanning 44
years, both as a regular force and reserve force member, Phil finally retired and is currently enjoying
retirement in Everett Ontario.



CWO Glen Hildebrandt
Dental Laboratory Technician

34 Platoon 1989
1963-1965

Glen joined the RCASC apprentices in 1963 and graduated as a Clerk Admin in 1965. After a
short time in Winnipeg and Regina as a clerk he transferred to the RCDC in 1966. He underwent his
laboratory training in 1969. While with the RCDC, Glen served in Halifax, Winnipeg, Ottawa,
Montreal, Egypt, and Borden. Glen retired in 1989 as a CWO and is currently living in Hampton
New Brunswick.

MWO JEL Frechette

Dental Assistant

circa 1963 1984

Larry (Laurent) joined the RCASC apprentices in the early 60°s and transferred to Dental in
1970. Some of the locations he served in were St Jean and Valcartier. Larry is believed to be living
in the Quebec City area, unfortunately he was not located and no further information is available.



ROYAL CANADIAN ORDANCE CORPS

| 29 JUNE 1955 |

The RCOC Apprentices program was conducted at the Royal Canadian Ordnance School within the
Longue Pointe Garrison in Hochelaga Quebec, through the Apprentice Training Company from
1953 to 1967. The school provided academic, military and trades training to all RCOC apprentices,
as well as English language training to all French speaking apprentices. Language training was
conducted during the first year of the program after which the candidates moved on to their
respective Corps for their second year. Trades open to the RCOC apprentices were Accounting
Clerk and Storeman.



MCpl. Tom Cooper
Dental Assistant &

46 & 47 Platoon 1967
1964-1966

Tom joined the RCOC apprentices in 1964 and graduated as a Storeman in 1966. Upon
graduation he was posted to Fort Osborne, Winnipeg and after his first field exercise in Wainwright,
he determined that there must be a better way to earn a living. Early in 1967 he transferred to dental
and completed his dental assistant training that same year. He served in Moose Jaw Sask, London
ON (with the Check program) and Cornwallis N.S.. In 1974, now a Master Corporal, Tom was
ready for another career change, he took leave without pay to go to university and on graduation,
returned to the supply world as a Logistic Officer in Greenwood NS. In 1977, Lt. Cooper left the CF
to pursue a career as a Chiropractor and currently resides in Grand Prairie AB.

Cpl CH Forsythe
Dental Laboratory Technician

46/47 Platoon 1968
1964-1966

Carl joined the RCOC apprentices in 1964 and graduated in 1966. He transferred to dental in
1967 and took his Dental Assistant training in 1968 and his Laboratory Technician training in
1973/74. Upon leaving the CF, Carl settled in the Oromocto N.B. area where he worked as a
Laboratory Technician until his death in 2002.

H F



ROYAL CANADIAN ELECTRICAL AND MECHANICAL
ENGINEERS

The RCEME Apprentices program was conducted at the Royal Canadian Electrical and
Mechanical Engineers School in Barriefield Ontario through the Apprentice Training Company
from 1953 to 1968. The RCEME program lasted one year longer than the others. The first platoons
started training in Jan 1953 and the next platoons started in Sept of the same year with all
subsequent platoons starting in Sept. The two year program provided both military and academic
training. All RCEME Apprentices were tested to determine their aptitude for trades training and
were trained accordingly in the second year. Trades available were Armourer, Gun Mechanic,
Tracked Vehicle Mechanic, Wheeled Mechanic, Electrical Mechanic, Electronic Trades.

Three RCEME apprentices chose a new career with RCDC/CFDS. Of these three, one was in
the very first intake of RCEME apprentices and one was in the very last intake.




Sgt Richard “Dick” O’Mara
Dental Laboratory Technician

1 Platoon

1952(dec)-1955(jan)
1% Intake

Dick joined the very first intake of RCEME apprentices at 6 PD in Toronto in the fall of 1952.
He was assigned to number 1 Platoon and started training in Barriefield Ontario on 18 Dec 1952. He
graduated in January 1955 as a small arms Armourer and was posted to 214 RCEME Workshop in
Vancouver .Later that year he was posted to the Royal Canadian Dragoons. In 1957 he was posted to
2" Battalion Canadian Guards, then to the 1* Battalion. In Dec 1957 he exercised his five year
option and took his release from the CF. Re-enlisted in May 1958 and then served in Petawawa,
Valcartier and Germany .He transferred to the RCDC and took his Dental Assistant Training in 1962
and his Laboratory Technician training in 1963.While with the RCDC/CFDS Dick served in
Trenton, London ON. Cyprus, Montreal, Egypt, Calgary and Toronto. Dick retired from the CF in
1980 and is enjoying retirement in Port Dover Ontario.



Maj. Bill Fallon
RCAF Pilot/Dental Officer

8 Platoon
4" Intake
1955-1957

Bill joined the RCEME apprentices in 1955 in Edmonton, was assigned to number 8 Platoon
and underwent training at the RCEME School in Barriefield Ontario. He graduated in 1957 as a
weapons technician and was posted to the School of Artillery in Shilo Manitoba. In 1960 he was
posted to 2RCHA in Winnipeg, while there he was assigned on temporary duty for the winters of
1961-62 and 1962-63 to Avalanche Control in Rogers Pass Glacier National Park BC. During this
time Bill continued to further his education. In 1963 Bill transferred to the RCAF and in Sept of that
year commenced his Flight Training in RCAF Centralia Ontario. In 1965 he was posted to Portage
La Prairie MB.as a Flight Instructor. In 1970 he temporarily left the CF and rejoined in 1971 with
yet another career change when he entered University of Manitoba Dental College under the Dental
Officer Training Plan (DOTP) and graduated in 1975. As a Dental Officer Bill then served in
Winnipeg, Trenton, Petawawa, Toronto, Egypt as well as a Temporary Duty assignment to Moscow.
Bill retired from the CF in 1985 and relocated to Calgary. In 1987 he joined the reserves and served
four years as a Dental Officer attached to 14 Service Battalion. Bill is now enjoying retirement in
Calgary.



CWO Brian Rector
Dental Assistant

30 Platoon 1993
15™ Intake
1966-1968

Brian joined the 15™ and final intake of the RCEME apprentices in 1966 and commenced his
basic training at Barriefield Barracks, Kingston Ontario at the RCEME School on 1 Sept of that
year. In the fall of 1967, following aptitude testing for trades training, Brian was selected to
commence training as a vehicle mechanic. He did not agree with the selection and requested and
was granted a transfer to the Royal Canadian Artillery. In Nov 1967 he completed Gunnery training
at the Royal Canadian School of Artillery in Shilo Manitoba and was subsequently posted to the 3™
Regiment Royal Canadian Horse Artillery at Fort Osborne Barracks, Winnipeg. In the summer of
1970 the Regiment was moved to Shilo, and shortly after, the Corps of Artillery underwent major
changes, prompting Brian to apply for a transfer to the CFDS. In October of that year, Brian’s troop
was dispatched to Montreal Quebec, to perform protection duties during the FLQ crisis. It was at the
end of this mission that he was informed of his acceptance into the CFDS. Brian completed his
Dental Assistant Training in April 1971.During his career with CFDS he served in Halifax ( all area
clinics and HMC Ships Protecteur and Preserver, CFDSS Borden, Ottawa, Lahr (twice),Montreal
and finally, after being promoted to CWO, to NDHQ as career manager for all Dental and Postal
trades. He retired from the CF in July 1993 and is currently enjoying retirement in P.E.I.

O O



By coincidence, the RCDC and CFDS became the chosen career path for one of the very first
apprenctice and one of the last and both came from RCEME. Dick O’Mara was a member of the
first intake in Dec 1952 and Brian Rector was a member of the last intake in 1966. Both have
provided a short history (included below) outlining how and why they joined the apprentices and
how their careers progressed from there.

Dick O’Mara  1* Intake Number 1 Platoon Dec 1952

History of what happened.

Fall of 1952, saw an ad in our local newspaper about the army starting a program for soldier
apprentices, and you had to apply in writing....so I did

Went to 6 Personal Depot in Toronto for test and interviews......A couple of weeks later I got
a letter saying that I had been accepted into this new program for 16 year old young men (boys).
There was also a form my mother had to fill out authorizing me, and giving permission to join this
program. My mother agreed, and signed. Also enclosed where train tickets to Toronto. I took along
a bag with a change of clothes and other things (didn't shave then)...Over a couple of days period, |
was processed, and swore allegiance to the crown....and signed the dotted line for a term of 7 years,
with an option to get released after 5 years with a 120 day notice for release

This was Dec 18, 1952

We were given time off, and train tickets to return home, and return Jan. 2, 1953 for
transportation to our new schools. I was one of a couple who where sent to the RCEME School at
Barriefield (Kingston). Ontario. We were put on the train, and escorted to Kingston, then onto a
"stake truck" for the trip to Barriefield.

We were assigned rooms in an old wooden "H" hut, 2 per room. The next morning we assembled in
a classroom where the Office Commanding Apprentice Training Company spoke to us, and after
that we were marched to the QM stores, and issued kit....this was all placed into a kit box, and duftle
bag, and we returned to the barracks for instruction by the company Sgt's, and Cpl's on how to store
our gear, and how to wear the uniforms we would start wearing the next day. We also learned how
to clean our brass buttons, web belt brass retainer clips..... Our uniforms (battledress) had a green
bar on each shoulder epaulet.....hence the term "green monsters) as we were called by the other older
soldiers. Most adult recruits then were enlisted as "special force" because of Korea. We
(apprentices) enlisted as regular forces (army) Jan 4th was the big day, morning parade....lucky we
had some ex- army cadets in our platoon...they knew what to do. For the next week, or two, it was
strictly military training, drill, dress and deportment ... learning your right from your
left......schooling and trades started later. I don't think there will ever be a program like this
again....very political in-correct...teaching 16 year old boys, how to kill people....can you just hear
the do-gooders screaming about child soldiers.

We were #1 Platoon....I am proud of it....it was a great learning experience for me. Memories
of shining brass, web belts, pant weights and puttees.



The next intake of Apprentices were brought in to start their training in September 1953, as per the
normal school year...they accepted 3 platoons into the second intake, and further intakes, of about
100 per year.

For the first six months, we worked Saturdays until noon. A Saturday morning full inspection
of kit and quarters at 8 am, and a company parade at 9 am, and other things to keep us busy until 12
noon. We were allowed 1, 48 hour pass per month after the second month. Time off base was
Saturday 12 noon until midnight, dress uniform, or semi-regt....blue blazer, and grey
flannel trousers, white shirt and regimental tie.

Starting in about Jan 54, our daily morning parades on the parade square took a different turn. Each
platoon would handle their own platoon parade, for a week, each apprentice would then take turns
for a week of being the platoon commander, the platoon Sgt., and platoon Cpl....you rotated through
your turns. The morning inspection team, (the company OC, the Company Sgt Major would pick out
a platoon to inspect)....and the other acting platoon commander's would inspect their platoons. In
autumn of 1954, after the third intake was functioning, The OC designated that seniors from #1
platoon would control the morning parades and inspections. Apprentices from #1 platoon were
given the task of being the parade commander, Company Sgt. Major, etc. The OC, would pick out a
platoon to inspect with the Company Sgt. Major....the other instruction staff (platoon officer, Sgt,
and Cpls.) would be the "inspecting officers" for the other platoons.

Everything was in place, troops pre-inspected before the Officer Commanding and party
arrived....very peer dominated...great confidence builder.

Trade course: small arms Armourer....qualified Group 1 Armourer

# 1 Platoon graduated in Jan. 1955, and I was sent to 214 RCEME Workshop in Vancouver BC. In
those days you traveled by train, and kept your rifle with you...

Vancouver from Jan 1955, until Dec 1955, qualified Group 2 Armourer

Then posted to the RCD's (Royal Canadian Dragoons) Armoured Regiment to the LAD as an
Armourer 1955/57....passed my Group 3 Armourer's course March 1957 Posted to 2nd Battalion
Canadian Guards, (Infantry) as an Armourer in 1957,

Posted to 1st Battalion Canadian Guards, (infantry) as an Armourer in summer of 1967 Took my
release from the Canadian Army on Dec 18, 1957....Option after 5 years Re-enlisted May 1958,
sent to RCEME School in Barriefield for re-assessment, kept my Group 3 Armourer, and after one
month posted to the RCD Recce Sqd.in Petawawa ON as Sqd. Armourer.

November 1958, post to The 2nd battalion The Royal 22 nd Regiment, (infantry) as an Armourer
November 1959 posted to 4 Field Workshop in Fort Chambly Germany as an Armourer in the
Armourer shop....and in 1959, developed a 30 cal. Machine gun mount for the Ferret Scout Car

Posted to the 8th Hussars, Armoured Regiment, Iserlohn Germany 1961, to retrain as a weapon's
technician, received my Jr. NCO course at the Combat Arms Jr. NCO Training Centre
Posted to RCEME Workshop Petawawa 1961 into the Armourer Shop
Spring of! 1962 applied for transfer to RCDC....was accepted....and posted to Trenton ON, and did
pre DA course training. Got my Basic DA course in RCDC School, Camp Borden fall of 1962
Worked as a DA at the base Dental Clinic in Trenton, and was sent on numerous TD trips to Radar
Bases in the north as a DA with a Dental Officer....and worked off and on TD at the Dental Clinic in
Downsview.



I was sent on basic Dental Lab Training Course at the RCDC School in Camp Borden 1963...passed
and posted to Dental Clinic in London ON which had two Sgt.'s in the lab, within one year, both
were posted.

In November 1964, I was posted to Cyprus as a Dent Lab Tech, along with Captain R. (Bob)
MacDonald, and Bob Rutledge DA......they were from Picton ON where the 2nd Battalion RCR
were stationed. Departed Cyprus in April 1965...posted back to London ON.

While at the London Det., I achieved my Senior NCO Course, and my Dent Lab. Pay Level 6 course
Posted to Montreal Sept 1971, worked in Longue-Pointe Clinic, then to St Hubert, with

TD trips to St Jean QC..

In Nov 1973, I was part of the Canadian Forces UN Contingent to Egypt as Lab Tech, returned to
Canada April 74. Col MacDougal sent me as his personal representative with 4 days notice, and no
time off...

In 1976, posted to Currie Barracks CFB Calgary to Dental clinic.

In 1979 posted to CFB Toronto, and took my release in April of 1980

Years of service....27 years, 2 months and 26 days

H

Brian Rector — 15" Intake — Number 30 Platoon Sept 1966

AN EX-APPRENTICE'S STORY

My love of the military began by joining by joining the Royal Canadian Navy League with
HMCS Star at Hamilton, Ontario in 1962.

During the Fall of 1965, I enlisted in the Canadian Army (Militia), 56 Field Artillery
Regiment in Brantford, Ontario and learned the "Gunner" way of life.
Eager to leave school and fly the nest, I went to the local Recruiting Office in an attempt to enroll in
the Canadian Army (Regular). 1 was told that I was not old enough to join the Regular Force, but
that [ was eligible to apply for entry into the Canadian Army Soldier Apprentice Program.

The Soldier Apprentice Program started in 1952 and was designed to groom future Senior
Non-Commissioned Officers and Officers for the Army. It provided two more years of High School
academic education and basic trades training so that by the time an individual reached the age of 18
years, they were ready for full employment with Regular Force Components.

I was not aware that the program was coming to an end. The entry requirements were; 16
years of age, Grade X education and, parental consent.
With my parents’ reluctant permission and the successful completion of a multitude of pre-entry
tests, I was enlisted into the 15th and final intake of Soldier Apprentices with the Royal Canadian
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers (RCEME), 30 Platoon on 1 Sep 1966 and I commenced basic
training at Barriefield Barracks, Kingston, ON, RCEME School.



Apprentices were often referred to as Green Monsters, Green Flashes or Green Hornets due
to the emerald-green shoulder flashes that we had to wear. First year students wore a single, one
inch wide ribbon on both left and right epaulets of our uniforms. Second year, or seniors, wore two
of these flashes on their right epaulets only. We were often described as being "the best dressed,
best drilled juvenile delinquents in Canada". How true this was!

During Jul, 1967 our Apprentice Company, together with the historic Fort Henry Guard,
formed the Guard of Honour for the Queen's visit to Kingston on the occasion of Canada's and
Kingston's Centennials. That was one parade that none of us minded at all and considered it an
honour to have been part of it.

It was the fall of 1967 when we were tested to determine our aptitude for trades training. It
was determined that I was suited to be a vehicle mechanic. I did not agree and elected to transfer to
the Royal Canadian Artillery because the powers to be would not agree with my choice of going to
an electronic trade.

In Nov 67, I completed Gunnery training at the Royal Canadian School of Artillery in Shilo,
Manitoba and was subsequently posted to the 3rd Regiment Royal Canadian Horse Artillery at Fort
Osborne Barracks, Winnipeg.

My time with "The Guns" saw our Regiment exercise in locations from Fort St John, BC to
Tromso, Norway and a multitude of places in between.

Our Regiment was moved from Fort Osborne Barracks to Shilo, Manitoba during the summer of
1970 and it was after this move that the Corps of Artillery realized that a dramatic shortage of
younger Gunners was occurring because these soldiers were frustrated at the lack of opportunities to
progress vertically in their careers. This was due, in large part, by the blockage of a multitude of
WW II and Korean veteran Snr NCOs who were still serving.

Thus, Plan "Restore" was developed by the Corps of Artillery. It was meant to provide for the early
retirement of these Vets, remuster to another trade or, release from the Army without penalty. The
Plan was offered to all non-commissioned Gunners and it may have back-fired. I, as did a multitude
of other junior soldiers, elected to be re-assigned to another trade. Not many of the Vets took
advantage of this. So, I applied for the Dental Assistant Trade.

I was promoted to Bombardier (Cpl) Oct, 1970 and our Troop was dispatched to Montreal
later in that month to protect the wife and family of Pierre Laporte, a politician who was kidnapped
and later killed, by individuals of the FLQ. It was the only time during my career that I carried a
loaded weapon beyond the boundaries of a rifle range.

We slept, ate and did our laundry in Mme Laporte's garage which adjoined the main residence. It
was at the conclusion of this mission that [ was informed of my acceptance into the CFDS.

I was posted to 12 Dental Unit Halifax in Jan, 1971 for contact training and completed the
basic Dental Assistant Course in Apr of that year and served in all Halifax area clinics, including the
mobile clinics aboard HMC Ships Protecteur and Preserver.

I was promoted MCpl May 75 and then posted to CFDSS, Borden during Jul of that year.

While at CFDSS, I was employed as an instructor for Dental Assistant training and provided
assistance to various Officer Clinical Courses as well as conducting training for DOTP students. |
was promoted Sgt Jun76 and then appointed as Training Coordinator, CFDSS.

A posting to 1 Dent Unit, NDHQ, Ottawa in Jun 79 saw my employment as Clinic Coordinator of
the NDHQ Detachment and was promoted WO Aug 79.



During Aug 81, I was posted to 35 Field Dental Unit HQ, Lahr, Germany. My employment was as
Unit Administrative Officer.

I was promoted to MWO Jan 83 and took over as Clinic Coordinator of the Lahr Detachment.

A posting to 15 Dental Unit, Field Dental Company Cadre, took effect Aug 85 and my position was
as Company Sergeant-Major.

I returned to Lahr, Germany with 35 Dental Unit HQ as the Unit Admin Officer. 1 guess I took
good care of the books previously.

In Jan 91, I was promoted to CWO and posted to Director General Personnel & Careers, Other
Ranks, NDHQ Ottawa. I was appointed as Career Manager for all Dental and Postal Trades which
amounted to approximately 600 personnel.

I retired from the CF in Jul 1993.
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Borden welcomes former Apprentice Soldiers

Thanks from

(19 A F ° F 09
Apprentice Soldiers ine Future’

The Soldier Apprentice
Plan offered a great deal to
us as boys. Our training was
unique in that it was
designed so that we could

receive a balanced in-
struction in  military,
academic and trades

training. From that ex-
perience we gained more
than just the basics. We

gained some guidance that °

guides us for the rest of our
lives.

Instruction in all subjects
was integrated in a two year
training period. The First
Year Soldier Apprentice
received 12 weeks of military
training, followed by 25
weeks of continuing high
school education, with 9
weeks of trades training
interspersed. This was
completed with 30 days
annual leave, then back to
the books, the parade
square, drill hall S-113, and
more trades training. The
Second Year consisted of 12
weeks of military training,
19 weeks of academics, and
15 weeks of trade
qualifications.

Although we were af-
fectionately (or otherwise)
referred to as “the little
green monsters’, many of
our instructors were quick to
defend the members of
Apprentice Training
Company. We were their
charges.

Many of us began our
training and English
language training at Longue
Painte at the RONC Qnhanl

of staff members who gave
of their time to support us -
even teaching us how to
dance. :

The staff of Apprentice
Training Company worked
to make us what we were
then. The music instructor
who taught the band, what

" faith he had! The drill in-

structor who was able to be
proud of the high standing
the drill'team made in every
competition. The PT staff
who taught the fine points of
volleyball, boxing and
gymnastics. The regular
staff who taught us how to
make beds and keep our
rooms dust free. The cor-
porals who were ever keen to
send us to ‘“‘Jack the Ripper’’
for our second haircut in one
day. The RSMs who were
admired even if we feared
their shadow, they taught us
how to be true, honest and
dedicated. The D & M
Company instructors are
remembered for their
patience (and courage) in
teaching us to drive. The
civilian academic in-
structors who not only taught
the basics but inspired us to
continue to seek gaining an
education even after we
ceased to be apprentices. To
all the staff, the com-
manding officers, down to
the civilain cleaners, we say
a sincere thank you.

All of us have gone on to
become better citizens
because of our two years as
Soldier Apprentices. We owe

1953 -

1967

Old soldier apprentice

Although the Soldier
Apprentice Plan as we know
it started in January of 1953
and ended in July of 1967,
history provides us with
evidence of other Canadian

Boy Soldiers.  Young
boys were enlisted in the
104th Regiment of Foot

(New Brunswick Fencibles)
way back in 1803. Other
regiments had boys on the
roll. Boys were enlisted in
the 1800’s as buglers,

trumpeters and drummers.

Did you know that the
present Base Borden band
uses instruments obtained
for the RCASC Apprentice
band. Some of the music
comes from the days of the
boy soldiers in 1812, But
rainmakers are rainmakers,
the music produced by
today’s band is just as good
atworking up a storm as any
boys did 150 years ago.

R D D D G CICIEE:
Apprentice character

Apprentice Soldiers were
attracted to the plan by a
recruiting booklet “The Way
To A Fine Future”, The
following is an extract from
that booklet explaining the
Soldier Apprentice Plan.

Soldier Apprentice Plan

“The Soldier Apprentice
Plan leads the way to a fine
future for young men of 16,
interested in a lifetime Army
Career. The plan provides an
opportunity for educational
advancement and technical
training, combined with the
right amount of military
training and the finest
comrade-ship a man could
have.

In force since 1952, the
plan has enrolled young men
from every province in
Canada. The cream of
Canadian youth, they are
maturing as skilled craft-
smen, headed for leadership
in Canada’s modern army,

This great career op-
portunity costs neither you
nor your parents a cent. In
fact, as a Soldier Apprentice,
you are paid from the day
you commence training. In
addition, you are supplied
with uniforms, comfortable
accommodation, a well-
balanced diet, excellent
sports and hobbies facilities,
complete health care and
ample leave allowance of 30
days a year with special
Christmas leave.

At the Corps School to

towards trade training, witn
instruction equivalent to
existing provincial courses
in technical and vocational
schools,

The trades training aims
to qualify you in a basic
Army skill by the time you
have completed your two
years training. In all, there
are 22 different trades
ranging from radar
technicians and artillery
surveyors to accounting
clerks and  transport
operators, each offering you
a lifetime advantage over
non-skilled men.

The military aspect of the
training provides you with a
sound background for future
advancement to non-
commissioned and warrant
officer rank. This, plus
further trades training,
continues following
graduation from Corps
School and your acceptance
as a Regular Soldier in a
Regular Army unit,

During your training
period, you live, study and
work with other members of
your class in your own
school. Your original in-
structors and teachers
remain with you throughout
this time, supervising your
routine and always ready to
advise or aid you with any
problems that might arise
during the course,

Included in your schedule
is a carefully glanned
a

athlatin nragram  Aaclowas




swructors as dedicated men
‘who inspired us to greater
challenges as responsible
citizens. Most of these
leaders have now retired,
but are not forgotten. It is at
this time of reunion that all
of us apprentices should be
most aware of recalling the
former instructors, teachers
and friends. They gave of
themselves in order that we
could pursue our goals and
polish our skills. And we
need to remember the wives

Trg. Coy) there were many
more but space limits this to
a random few: Mr. W.J.
Cheek, Mr. Fred Buckland,
Major Don Hannah, Major
Pullen, Major Monty Venus,
S/Sgt Bob Bouvette, Sgt
Jack Thompson, Lt Roy
Gervais, Lt Murray, Lt
Noble, Sgt Fuller, RSM
Russell, RSM Smith, RSM
Wilson, Sgt Rolly Ayotte, Cpl
MacDonald, Sgt Bruce
MacDonald, and ex-
apprentice Lt Denemoustier.

age were specially employed
in the Canadian Corps of
Signals.

According to a certain
Base Chief Warrant Officer,
boys of character aged 16
were susceptibly employed
in the 50’s in the RCASC
School. Some of the time
they  were employed

cleaning the parade square
with small brushes. Some of
the time they were employed
on fire piquet. Sonte of the
time they were emplayed

This story illustrates some
character. Seems that a
certain apprentice was told
not to step outside the doer of
his barrack one night by his
businesslike sergeant. A
little later that night the
sergeant spotted this young
apprentice outside the
barrack. “I told you not to
step outside the door”,
roared the Sergeant. ‘I
didn’t” replied the quick
young apprentice, “I went
out the window.”

uesigued w o give e  In-
dividual a real sense of
personal  accomplishment.

The primary aim of the
academic training - con-
ducted by civilian teachers
of high school standing and
supervised by the Provincial
Departments of Education -
is to raise your educational
standards in many subjects,
including Mathematics, the
Sciences and English, two
years above your enrolment
level. Teaching above the
Grade 10 level is directed

and  volleyball teams
compete in league play with
neighbouring high schools
and local teams within your
own age groups.

Opportunities like this cost
a lot of money. What does
the Army itself hope to gain
from all this outlay?

Its gain is an ever ex-
panding group of keen young
soldier-tradesmen who will
be the skilled technicians -
the Sergeants and Sergeant
Majors of tomorrow.”




Photo Gallery

Artillery Apprentice Band 1958-
1960
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THE RCASC (S) APPRENTICE BAND 1963
Major Monty Venus (Front Centre) & Lt Jenkins left of Monty
- o - ~ .“- :?C“_;_
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1ST APPRENTICE SCHOOL BAND (5TH AND 6TH INTAKES) - 1958

RC Sigs




Laverne Hatcher

CIliff Beauchamp

Chilliwack 1962

Richard Abfalter



RCASC Apprentice
Hockey Team 1964

FOURTH ROW — Pte (A) James JR, 2 Lt DA Winmiil, Pte (A) Hartle GK.

THIRD ROW — Cpl Kube GW, Cpl Peltier RA, Pte (A) Hofman J, Pte (A) Gallant JPE.
SECOND ROW — Pte’s (A) Gibsen RJ, Wilson TR, Lyen GW, White JK, Leveille JMMS, Peviin RW, Houle JRC, Par N
sons DG, V

FRONT ROW, left to right — Pie’s (A) Kells HM, Bradimore RD, Legere JR, Solomon RL, McCell KW, Thompson RK,
Dupvis JGD, Lalonde GJIR,

Skip Solomon Dick OMara

Typical apprentice bedspace
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in Front of the Hennessy Block

Hockey Champions - 1958



RCASC VOLLEY BALL 1964

#RCASC & RCOC Graduation Parade,
; J CFB Montreal 1957

Chilliwack
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MOTORCYCLE COURSE
No. 6 PL {APP.UNE 1956, . . ==
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The RCASC School
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Chilliwack Bridging




APPRENTICE TRAINING COMPANY
The Royal Canadian Army Service Corps School

No, 10 Matoon & June 1957

L SE s L ° Bill Buxton Jack Shore




Brian Vandervaart

PELOTON = NO 46 = PLATOON

3rd Row: L to R: Soldats/Ptes: LeBlanc DR; Dolinski DJ; Eskritt TG; Forsythe CH; Gatzke EE; LeCompte AE;

3e Rang: G @ D: Myslicki WIA .

2nd Row: L to R: Soldats/Ptes: Thomas AG; Taylor DE; Ogilvie JD; Pellerin JHYGP; Wilson SJ; Horne TF;

2e Rang: G @ D: Whittaker PE; Savoy RJ.

1st Rows L to R: Soldats/Ptes: Lange A ; Raine PB; Steen BT; SGT JONES P; 2LT RJ HOUSTON; LSGT CARBERRY IF;
le Rang: G @ D3 Cooper JJM; Brown JR.

Absent: Soldat/Pte: Mruk AJ. e XA RCOC 46 Platoon 1964



RCE 11" Intake 1962

TRAINING
BATTERY




THIRD ROW — Pie’s (A) Roose W R, Beveridge B E S, Dunk M G, Lundstrom A F, Vachon J E F, Brooks E J, Lor-
tie J E J, Roi R, Smyth R S.

SECOND ROW — Pte’s (A) Bullied T E H, Campbell J D, Baril P A A, Millard J M, Wilson K A, McGowan J H,
- Kux H E, Maxwell D J C, Evers R L, Benolt 5§ A.

SEATED, left to right — Pte’s (A) Kahle R G, MacKillop D I, Picard J P, Sgt Dubie J E (Asst Supy & Instr), WO 1
J Routtenberg (Trg WO), Major A N Kowbel (OC ACT Coy), Capt J G Scoft (Class Offr & Coy Trg Offr), Ptes (A)
Crowder J M, Gavel J C, Begin M,

THE ROYAL CANADIAN ARMY SERVICE CORPS SCHOOL
Clerk Administrative Group 1 Course
Apprentice Training
Comp Borden. Ont.

Year 1961/62

RCASC 18 Platoon 1958-60(Mac Allen 3™ fm right)



RCASC School
11 Platoon Apprentice Training Company 1957

{ End of Basic Training )

-_ % -~ o

- Al

| DD -

3rd Row - Ple{A) Strashelig JCY  Hall JE  Annuik MR _Kozak GL  Pannycosk RJ Colbum DF  Schneider GE  Hope NJF - MacKenzie DM Dréler

2n Liddle WEB Shultlewerth GEJ  Moffatt WA Witso ott JM

v - PtoiA)s MacKenzie BE MHurley DE  Tessier JARG Whitelord WO  Clancy

15t Row - P/L Blemmings KA PraiA)s Cota LA Langford D Cpl Kamins Sat Clark Al is Beall DW Lestie DR P/ Okipnak S

ROW, Lufi to Right - Allard, Sheffield, Jumes, Kclodychuk, Vaillancourt, Piner, Turme!.
/. Loft to Right - Belfcau, Lachance, Arbour, Clark, Caren, Tayler, Raywood,
W, Left to Right - Sgt Thompson (inst), Gagne, Aadst, Villeneuve, Hiltz, Jiuneaw, Robinson, Cpl. McDanald (inst)
W, Loft 1o Right - LundTe, PY, Lar, AGams, PI. Ldr. Sayer, PL. Oft. L. Gereats, PL Ldr. Patersen, FI. Lar. Fommainviile. €

Photo Source: Jean Vaillancourt



Plo(ATSMIISER, Mcintosh TR, Sgt 77 (PI'Sgt) Wej A" Pullen
(QC App. Trg CoulnCphkGay DS (Pl Instr) Pte(A)s RustERyMoores, SwitzerRwW:

RCEME1966



|
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' I Camp Borden ON The Royal Canad'lan Arm'y .Ssrwce Corps School November 1958
2 Apprentice Training Company

No 17 Platoon
FOURTH ROW: Pte(A) Goodwin DR, Pte(A) Lockhart WF, Pte(A) MCKean MA, Pte(A) Gilliat BL, Pte (A) MacPherson ]J, Pte(A) Ledger RA, Pte(A) Kayne WR.
THIRD ROW: Pte(A) Taylor TH, Pte(A) Mullin RW, Pte(A) Harbord BDV, Pte(A) Hicks RH, Pte(A) Luckhurst PR, Pte(A) Colley KW, Pte(A) Daoust DV, Pte(A) Cluff JP.

SECOND ROW: Pte(A) MacKinnon IB, Pte(A) Rosko MJ, Pia(A) Hrykiw AW, Pte(A) Francis EG, Pte(A) Gerard RR, Pte(A) Hodd DF, Pte(A) Cole SW, Pte(A) Easton DG.
FRONT ROW: PJ/Ldr Vendervaart B, Sgt Lynch TH (Pl Sqt), LT EW Ormon (Pl Officer), Major A ] Pullen (Officer Commanding), Cpl Stevens CE (Instr), PI/Ldr Shore IW.

RC Sigs
E-19NH 03 SEP 1959

4th Row: Wilson AM; Gauld RL: Buser AR: T/L Costello GA: Harris DJ: Murphy TR.
3rd Row: Lewis AT; Berry RS; T/L Cameron DJ; Huff GW: Arseneau RLJ: Koronko PJ.
2nd Row: Jones JJ: Johnstone ER; Ford BF; T/L Warren RJ; Lamarche JJPA; Croke DK; Boone GM.
1st Row: Sgt Healey GEM; 2Lt CD Spencer: Maj WK Clay: WO2 Clarke KA, CD; Cpl Halal RE.

Missing from Photo: Pollock ML. Photo courtesy of Jim Jones, E-19.
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RCASC School
(1958 )

Apprentice Training Company Canteen

11 Platoon Civy Jacket Crest

R

WRITEN BY
CLIFF BEAUCHAMP



Some Photos some old some new

!

Neville Headley at Calgary stampede,

the RCDCA was there
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SOME HUMOUR

THOUGHT FOR TODAY ... Thomas Carlyle, 1795-1881

This world, after all our science and sciences, is still a miracle wonderful, inscrutable, magical and
more, to whosoever will think of it.

Health & Safety Test

I failed a Health and Safety course at work today.
One of the questions was:

"In the event of a fire, what steps would you take?"

"F.."' big ones" was apparently the wrong answer.

99% OF CANADIANS SAY "OH SHIT" BEFORE GOING IN THE DITCH ON A SLIPPERY
ROAD.

THE OTHER 1% IS FROM THE OTTAWA VALLEY AND THEY SAY,

"HOLD MY BEER AND WATCH THIS."

Where Did Piss Poor Come From?
Interesting History

They used urine to tan animal skins, so families all peed in a pot And then once a day it was taken
and sold to the tannery. If you had to do this to survive, you were "Piss Poor."

But worse than that were the really poor folk who couldn't even afford to buy a pot. They "didn't
have a pot to piss in" and were the lowest of the low. The next time you are washing your hands and
complain because the water temperature isn't just how you like it, think about how things used to be.
Here are some facts about the 1500's: Most people got married in June because they took their
yearly bath in May,And they still smelled pretty good by June.

However, since they were starting to smell,Brides carried a bouquet of flowers to hide the body
odour. Hence the custom today of carrying a bouquet when getting married.

Baths consisted of a big tub filled with hot water.

The man of the house had the privilege of the nice clean water, Then all the other sons and men,
then the women and finally the children.Last of all the babies.

By then the water was so dirty you could actually lose someone in it.

Hence the saying, "Don't throw the baby out with the bath water!"



Houses had thatched roofs-thick straw-piled high, with no wood underneath.

It was the only place for animals to get warm, so all the cats and other small animals (mice, bugs)
lived in the roof. When it rained it became slippery and sometimes the animals would slip and fall
off the roof...Hence the saying, "It's raining cats and dogs."

There was nothing to stop things from falling into the house. This posed a real problem in the
bedroom where bugs and other droppings could mess up your nice clean bed. Hence, a bed with big
posts and a sheet hung over the top afforded some protection. That's how canopy beds came into
existence. The floor was dirt. Only the wealthy had something other than dirt. Hence the saying,
"Dirt poor." The wealthy had slate floors that would get slippery in the winter when wet, so they
spread thresh (straw) on floors to help keep their footing. As the winter wore on, they added more
thresh until, when you opened the door, it would all start slipping outside.

A piece of wood was placed in the entrance-way.

Hence: a'thresh hold'..(Getting quite an education, aren't you?)In those old days, they cooked in the
kitchen with a big kettle that always hung over the fire. Every day they lit the fire and added things
to the pot.

They ate mostly vegetables and did not get much meat. They would eat the stew for dinner, leaving
leftovers in the pot to get cold overnight and then start over the next day. Sometimes stew had food
in it that had been there for quite a while. Hence the rhyme:

'Peas porridge hot, peas porridge cold, peas porridge in the pot nine days old."' Sometimes they could
obtain pork, which made them feel quite special.

When visitors came over, they would hang up their bacon to show off. It was a sign of wealth that a
man could, "bring home the bacon." They would cut off a little to share with guests and would all sit
around and 'chew the fat.'

Those with money had plates made of pewter. Food with high acid content caused some of the lead
to leach onto the food, causing lead poisoning death. This happened most often with tomatoes, so for
the next 400 years or so, tomatoes were considered poisonous.

Bread was divided according to status. Workers got the burnt bottom of the loaf, The family got the
middle, and guests got the top, or the 'upper crust.'

Lead cups were used to drink ale or whiskey. The combination would sometimes knock the imbibers
out for a couple of days. Someone walking along the road would take them for dead and prepare
them for burial. They were laid out on the kitchen table for a couple of days and the family would
gather around and eat and drink and wait and see if they would wake up. Hence the custom of
holding a 'wake.'

England 1s old and small and the local folks started running out of places to bury people. So they
would dig up coffins and would take the bones to a bone-house, and reuse the grave. When
reopening these coffins, 1 out of 25 coffins were found to have scratch marks on the inside, and they
realized they had been burying people alive. So they would tie a string on the wrist of the corpse,
lead it through the coffin and up through the ground and tie it to a bell. Someone would have to sit
out in the graveyard all night (the graveyard shift) to listen for the bell; thus, someone could be,
'saved by the bell' or was considered a 'dead ringer.'

And that's the truth....... Now, whoever said History was boring!!!



Vern works hard at the Phone Company but spends two nights each week bowling, and plays golf
every Saturday. His wife thinks he's pushing himself too hard, So for his birthday she takes him to a
local strip club.

The doorman at the club greets them and says, "Hey, Vern! How ya doin?"

His wife is puzzled and asks if he's been to This club before. "Oh no," says Vern. "He's in my
bowling league."

When they are seated, a waitress asks Vern if he'd like his usual and brings

over a Budweiser.His wife is becoming increasingly uncomfortable and says, "How did she
knowthat you drink Budweiser?"

"I recognize her, she's the waitress from the golf club. I always have a Bud

at the end of the 1st nine, honey."A stripper then comes over to their table, throws her Arms around
Vern,starts to rub herself all over him and says... "Hi Vern. want your usualtable dance, big boy?"
Vern's wife, now furious, grabs her purse and storms out of the club.

Vern follows and spots her getting into a cab. Before she can slam the door,

he jumps in beside her.

Vern tries desperately to explain how the stripper must have mistaken him

for someone else, But his wife is having none of it

She is screaming at him at the top of her lungs, calling him every 4 letter

word in the book..

The cabby turns around and says,

'Geez Vern, you picked up a real bitch this time.'

VERN'S FUNERAL WILL BE HELD THIS COMING FRIDAY.

Two blondes find three grenades, and they decide to take them to a police station.
One asked, "What if one explodes before we get there?"
The other says, "We'll lie and say we only found two."

A blonde goes to the vet with her goldfish.

"I think it's got epilepsy," she tells the vet.

The vet takes a look and says, "It seems calm enough to me."
The blonde says, "I haven't taken it out of the bowl yet!"

A blonde was driving home, drunk as a skunk.

Suddenly she has to swerve to avoid a tree, then another, then another.

A cop car pulls her over, so she tells the cop about all the trees in the road.
The cop says, "That's your air freshener swinging about!"



CHANGES TO THE DESIGN OF THE CANADIAN FORCES (CF) SERVICE PIN

THE CF SERVICE PIN HAS BEEN AWARDED TO ELIGIBLE PERSONNEL AT THE TIME OF THEIR RELEASE
SINCE ITS INTRODUCTION ON 19 AUGUST 1985. THE CF SERVICE PIN PROVIDES A MEANS BY WHICH
FORMER MEMBERS OF THE CF MAY BE IDENTIFIED, AND BY WHICH THEY ARE ENCOURAGED TO
CONTINUE THEIR OBSERVANCE OF THE CF MILITARY ETHOS IN CIVILIAN LIFE

ALL MEMBERS OF THE CF WHO ARE IN POSSESSION OF THE CANADIAN FORCES DECORATION (CD) AT
THE TIME OF THEIR RELEASE FROM EITHER THE REGULAR FORCE (REG F) OR THE RESERVE FORCE (RES
F) ARE ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE A CF SERVICE PIN. THE ELIGIBILITY FACTORS AND THE AVAILIBILITY OF
THE CF SERVICE PIN IN THREE CATEGORIES REMAIN UNCHANGED:

BRONZE - IN RECEIPT OF A CD AT TIME OF RETIREMENT

SILVER - IN RECEIPT OF A CD1 AT TIME OF RETIREMENT

GOLD - IN RECEIPT OF A CD2 AT TIME OF RETIREMENT

CF MEMBERS WHO ARE RELEASED ON OR AFTER 1 APR 11 WILL BE AWARDED THE NEW CF SERVICE PIN

FOR THOSE THAT WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE A NEW MODEL REPLACEMENT PIN, APPLICATIONS SHALL BE
MADE USING THE ENCLOSED APPLICATION FORM FOR CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE HE REPLACEMENT FEE
OF 10.00 PER PIN SHALL BE AT THE APPLICANT'S EXPENSE. THE MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE ORDER PER
PERSON IS 2 PINS AT A COST OF $10.00 EACH. A CHEQUE OR MONEY ORDER MUST BE MADE OUT TO THE
RECEIVER GENERAL FOR CANADA."

APPLICATION FORM AND CHEQUE SHOULD BE MAILED TO:

Director Military Careers Administration 4
NDHQ MGen George R. Pearkes Building
101 Colonel By Drive Ottawa ON K1A 0K2

Sample photo




Request for Certificate of Service

- Demande de certificat de service

Service number - Numéro matricule

Rank (In Full) Use current rank at time of release only
Grade (Complet) Inscrire le grade au moment de sa libération seulement

Surname (Type in upper and lower case as orthographically
correct) Nom (Dactylographier en majuscule et en minuscule
en respectant I'ortographe du nom)

Given names (Type in upper and lower case as orthographically
correct) Prénoms (Dactylographier en majuscule et en
minuscule en respectant I'ortographe du nom)
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Component/Sub-component - Elément/Sous-élément

From - De To-A

Orders and decorations in order of precedence (CFAO 18-12)
Ordres, décorations et médailles par ordre de préséance (OAFC 18-12)

an entitlement not listed aboye to the CD or
eil)ess ne sont pas mentionnéees ci-dessus, avez-
vou

i Yon

Si

S

attach completed original form at Annex
oui, joindre |'original diment remp
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Clasp prior to effective date?
droit a la CD ou a I'Agrafe de la CD avant la date d'entrée en vigueur de votre

libération?

f?‘éachapter 18 of A-PM-245-001/FP-001 or form at Annex B to Chapter 18 of A-PM-245-001/Z01.
formulaire B du chapitre 18 de la plibgﬁt;%nfigurant a I'annexe A du chapitre 18 de la publication A-PM-245-001/FP-001 ou du formulaire

Date retirement leave to commence
Date de début du congé de fin de service

Effective date of
release/transfer Date de

Item of release/transfer
Motif de libération ou de mutation

libération ou de mutation

IAddress on release/transfer (If AOR/AOT not known, leave blank)

to - Envoyer les certificats

IAdresse a la libération ou a la mutation (Si on ne le connait pas, laisser a Mail a
lblanc) : 1]} 9
certificates URlte A a la libération ou mutation
CF 54
1))
Uhite A 3 \alibération ou mutation
NDI 75
Halte A iharan :
CF Pin a la libération ou mutation
Insigne de
“ETETo be completed in: - Les certificats doivent étre remplis en :
English French
TANgrars rrancdars
—Wemoers
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présente demande renferme une erreur évitable, c'est moi quilesfaisde

assumerairemplacement

Signature of member - Signature du militaire

be dispalyed my form CF 54 and NDI 75 as applicable. In the event of
on
certificate.
aceuxquidevront

any paraitre sur les formulaires CF 54 ou NDI 75,

selon le cas.

Date

verification - Vérification par
I'USTD

Signature of URS clerk - Signature du commis de I'USTD

Base or releasing unit - Base ou unité de libération

DND 2380 (11-2009)

Design: Forms Management 613-993-4050
Conception : Gestion des formulaires 613-993-
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RCDC Association/Association du CDRC
2013 Membership Application/Formule d’application 2013

Name /Nom

Rank/Rang

Address/Adresse

Postal Code/Code postal

Period of service/Période de
service

E-Mail Address/ Courriel

Telephone/ Téléphone

Cell/cellulaire

Membership 2012 Dues/Cotisation annuelle $15.00

Please send a cheque payable to the Royal Canadian Dental Corps Association
to/ S.V.P. envoyer votre chéque a l=ordre de: Association du Corps
Dentaire Royal Canadien a:

I enclose $ for my dues for the year(s)

Others want to know what you are doing, please write some notes
about yourself on the back of this page/ On attend de vos
nouvelles. s.v.p. les écrire au verso.




